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A New Book for Youthful Inquirers and Seekers 
of the Truth about the Lutheran Church 


A Lutheran Handbook 


By Amos John Traver 


A book for inquirers about the Lutheran 
Church, her history, her distinctive doctrines and 
methods of work, written for the average reader. 


Do you ever ask any of the following ques- 
tions or similar ones? 
Why denominations? What are the Lutheran 
confessions? When and how did the various Lutheran 
church bodies come into existence? What American 


Lutheran groups exist now? Has Lutheranism made 
any contribution to American life? 


Has symbolism a place in the Lutheran Church? 
What of liturgical colors? Are altars, crosses, 
organs Roman Catholic, or can Lutherans give them 
a rightful place in their worship? What order of 
service is used in most Lutheran churches of 
America? Is this service exclusively Lutheran? 


Is salvation a gift? What must one do to 
receive it? Js the Bible inspired? What view does 
the Lutheran Church hold on the Sacraments? 


What is the Lutheran view of education and 
evangelism? Is the Lutheran Church mission- 
minded? What is the Church? 


You will find answers to them all in this 
book under the following subjects: 


The Man 

The Mother Church 

The Lutheran Church in America 
The Church Year 

The Common Service 
The Way of Salvation 
The Means of Grace 
The Educational Method 
Missions 

The Body of Christ 


Board binding. Price, 50 cents. 


This Is the Book for YOU 


The United Lutheran Publication House 


1228-1234 Spruce Street Philadelphia, Pa. 
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CL Letter From Tai Tung Chien 


Our Missionary Objective for the Bi-ennium 


By THEODOR SCHOLZ, Tsingtao, Shantung, China 


Our work in Tai Tung Chen has 
reached the point where special efforts 
must be made to upset the urgent de- 
mands in this important and rapidly 
developing industrial section of our city. 

It was with great joy and deep grati- 
tude that the good news about the pro- 
ject of the Luther League was received 
“by our Christians and caused them to put 
their shoulders to the wheel with re- 
doubled zeal and increased exertion. The 
first great effort in this respect was made 
in the fall of last year when our Tent 
Band, like trumpet blasts as it were, made 
the thousands of industrial workmen of 
this place listen to the message of good 
tidings. About 200 people attended the tent meetings 
every day, and crowds of people gathered at the front 
door of our chapel every night for about two hours, listen- 
ing attentively to the messages and witnesses of our 
evangelists and Christians. The result of this intensive 
work of evangelization was that fifty names were regis- 
tered as probationers and thirty-seven of them were bap- 
tized at Christmas time and eight at Easter. At present 
there are 30 probationers in the class of Catechumens. 
After having returned from their places of daily work, 
they come almost daily to the meetings or classes, whici 
are held nightly in the chapel. Wherever the Church is 
growing, the congregation also takes a growing interest 
in her services. Now the Christians are beginning more 
and more to take an active part in the decoration of the 
Church altar with green plants and flowers or beautiful 
pictures for the walls. There are some of the Christians 
with good voices and they are practicing some special 
music hoping to make their contribution of the improve- 
ment of the services. 

But the best ornament is the growing number of 
devoted Christians who come every Sunday with glad- 
ness to worship the Lord and sing their songs of praise 
to Hm, Who has delivered them from the power of 
darkness and superstition to serve and love the Living 
God and Saviour. The facts as to the Church that was 
at Corinth, stated by St. Paul in I Corinthians 1:26 
hold good with regard to the Tai Tung Chen Church 
likewise: “Not many worldly wise, not many influential, 
not many of noble birth have been called.” Members of 
the Tai Tung Chen Church are mostly poor workmen, 
who live from hand to mouth, but they love their Lord 
and Saviour and are interested in their Church. Al- 
though they are not blessed with this world’s goods, 
still they bring their offerings, which amount each Sun- 
day to more than two dollars, and on festivals to eleven 
or twelve dollars. The Mission is responsible for one- 
fifth of the yearly budget. 

The Sunday School of the Tai Tung Chen Church 
is a model school for the whole district. The superin- 
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tendent is Mr. Hsing. one of my former 
students, who after having graduated 
from the Theological Seminary in Teng 
Hsien last year, was made assistant of 
Pastor Yang in Tai Tung Chen. Due to 
the special gifts given him for this type 
of work, he has been able to greatly im- 
prove the Sunday School, which now has 
an attendance of 120 pupils and is divided 
into eight classes. The teaching staff is 
made up of four young women of the 
Bible Institution of Tsingtao, and four 
teachers of our Tai Tung Chen primary 
school. Every Sunday, there are some 
boys and girls, who in the presence of fhe 
whole attendance, memorize and repeat 
some important Bible verses or passage, or sing some 
special children’s song, which they have learned and 
practiced during the weekdays, and sometimes even the 
little ones may dare to sing a song. Now they have also 
learned to give their little gifts to the offering each Sun- 
day. The receipts of the Sunday School almost cover 
the expense of material. 

A women’s organization, which is called a Mission- 
ary Society, takes an active part in the work of the 
Church. These women meet twice a week for one hour 
with an attendance of twenty women. The week before 
Christmas they held an exhibition of home-made articles 
and gifts, which resulted in a clear gain of $70.00 to 
meet the needs of the congregation. 

Easter Day offered another occasion on which these 
women showed their zeal and fine spirit of Christian 
charity. At four o’clock in the morning they gathered 
in the chapel to practice their special songs they had 
been preparing for Easter Sunrise Service, and from 
there a hired motorbus took them all to the Interna- 
tional Cemetery of Tsingtao. Each one carried small 
banners of different colors on which the words, “Chi 
Tu Fu Huo’—‘Christ is Risen!”—were written. After 
the Sunrise Service, the announcement was made that 
the women of this Church had a special surprise for the 
people attending this service, and whoever wanted to 
know what it was should follow these women. Then the 
members of this Society took the lead and singing their 
special Easter songs, they guided the Christians on the 
way through the cemetery, where they had hidden in 
flowers and bushes of the graves some well-boiled Easter 
eggs, And many of our poor Christians or their child- 
ren, who were fortunate enough to find some of these 
good things, which are dainty bits for their tables, took 
them along home with hearts grateful for the spiritual 
blessings of this Easter Day, and for the gifts of our 
fine Christian women in Tai Tung Chen, who seized the 
opportunity of Easter Day for bringing joy to many 
homes of our poor there, and they themselves felt the 
greatest pleasure in doing so. 
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SOMETHING ABOUT OUR TOPICS 

During the past year complaints have come in to 
the office from Leaguers regarding our topics, material 
for discussion and our set up of ‘materials. Some of 
those who complained offered constructive criticism 
while others criticized but had nothing to offer in the 
way of helpful suggestions. 

This matter weighed on the mind of your Secretary. 
He brought the matter to the attention of the Educa- 
tional Committee and asked them to make a survey of 
the situation and to report at the next meeting of the 
committee. This was done and the reports were given 
considerable study. An appeal was sent out for the 
Leaguers to submit a topic and material set up for the 
October 11th, 1936, League meeting. We only received 
eight topics. A selection of the best topic was made and 
is published in this issue of the Review on page 22. 

Another suggestion that was made in the light of the 
survey was that the material in the Review should 
undergo a different set up, offering poems, quotations, 
and assignments for the members in the presentation 
and discussion of the topic. In the topics for this month 
you will find a change and we hope you will welcome 
the change in the material set up. 

There have been in times past, utter failures to get 
response from the readers of these pages on requests 
for replies and suggestions. What can you do? Just 
this. You who are interested in this matter above all 
others, the editor asks you to write to him and tell him 
how you like the change and offer your suggestions. 
We earnestly plead for this cooperation, in order that 
our mutual thinking on this important project will be 
truly representative of the wishes and needs of our 
constituency. 

Write the editor of the Luther League Review, 1228 
Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. “Thanks a million.” 


A SURVEY OF CHURCH MEMBERSHIP 

An increase in Church membership in the United 
States, rather than the commonly announced decline, is 
indicated by the Christian Herald’s annual report of 
Church statistics as it appears in the July issue of the 
magazine, Dr. George Linn Kieffer, President of the 
American Association of Statisticians of Religious 
Bodies and Statistician of the National Lutheran Coun- 
cil, is the author of the article which bears the title, 
“Church Membership Forges Ahead.” For the use of 
those interested in the details of statistics, tables of 
figures accompany the article in the Christian Herald. 

It is interesting to note that the compilation of these 
figures required reports from 208 individual religious 
bodies. There are forty-nine of the groups which have 
a membership of 50,000 or more. That leaves 159 bodies 
whose membership is under the 50,000 mark. 

The total gain of membership in Churches and re- 
ligious bodies in the United States in 1935 was 670,801. 
In this gain there is included an “adult member” total of 
538,800. The term “adult member” is applied to all 
persons thirteen years of age and older. Stated in per- 
centage the total gain is 1.08 as compared with the per- 
centage of total population gain of only 0.71. Over a 
period of nine years the average annual percentage of 
Church membership gain has been 1.66 while the pop- 
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ulation gain over the same period has been just 1 per- 
cent, -This seems to be a clear refutation of the oft- 
quoted statement, “The Church is declining.” 

Dr. Kieffer’s figures, based upon the official statis- 
tics of the various religious bodies, put the Baptists in 
the lead in the gains reported. Their increase amounts 
to 163,318. The Methodists, who stand next ipa. JeunXe, 
report a gain of 91,069; and the Lutherans are a close 
third with 86,088 more members. Other denominations 
which showed worthwhile gains were the Disciples of 
Christ, the Assemblies of God, the Church of the Nazar- 
ene and the merged Evangelical-Reformed Church. 

Among Protestant faiths the Baptists lead also in 
total membership, reporting 10,191,697. The Methodists 
follows with 9,067,561 members and the Lutherans take 
third place with their 4,568,300 members. The Roman 
Catholic Church remains the largest religious body in 
the United States. The official figures report 14,797,479 
“adult members” and a total membership of 20,609,302. 
Their gain within the year was 210,793. 

The annual survey looks also at the financial figures 
of the Church’s life. The total “for all purposes” con- 
tributions in 1935 represent an avetage gift of $12.10 
per member. The 1934 per capita contribution was $12.07. 
This is the first year in which there has been a gain 
since 1930. Total property valuations of thirty-one largest 
bodies are rather staggering—$2,636,964,492! In com- 
parison the reported indebtedness in twenty-four largest 
bodies is $250,970,509, showing the Church to be one of 
the most solvent institutions in the country. 

From these statistics, Dr. Kieffer comes to the con- 
clusion that the Church is not bankrupt, either spirit- 
ually or financially. 

Lutheran figures show 12,113 ministers, 15,635 
Churches, a total membership of 4,568,300 of whom 
3,271,126 are “adults.” We show a gain of 362 ministers, 
277 congregations and an “adult” gain of 59,901 in a 
total gain of 86,088. Our property valuation in the 
17 bodies of our Church is reported as $205,217,176. The 
total indebtedness is $9,531,796. Our people gave 
$19,878,542 for all local expenses and their benevolent 
contributions amounted to $3,830,478. 

There are some interesting paragraphs on giving and 
on the change in character of population. with the at- 
tendant problems it brings to the Church. 


TIME 

Daily Time: Whatever time you spend in earning a 
living, have you considered the ministry, the diacon- 
ate, or any full time service in the Church? 

Leisure Time: Whatever time you plan for hobbies, 
recreation and Church activities, have you listed at 
least one evening a week for some special service 
to your Pastor and Church as an usher, choir mem- 
ber, Church School teacher, Intermediate superin- 
tendent or Junior superintendent? 

Spare Time: Whatever time you have on your hands 
to meet the needs of your fellowmen that oppor- 
tunity may present to you at a moment’s notice. Are 
you prepared to extend a greeting, give a direction, 
supply some real advice, assist a friend, do some- 
thing for someone? 

ALVIN H. SCHAEDIGER 


' 
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t's Time tc Flash, Creen 


Let’s go with a subscription to the Review. In traffic signals ‘* Red 
<i = pace : ‘ . . 
means stop; “Amber,” caution; and “Green” is go—keep moving. 


The Luther League of America is anxious to have all “Green” lights 
in our organization—members that go, and renew their subscrip- 
tions to the Review and get at least one new subscription yearly, 


Every Leaguer that is a “Red” light thus far in 1936 should “Flash 
Green” by renewing his subscription or getting at least one new 
subscriber. 


Signals are changing. “Red” fades out, “Amber” flashes but a moment 
and the light is “Green”—“Go"! Let’s all “go.” Every member 
“Flash Green” for the Luther League Review. 


Nhat greater help could we offer you? What would you like to have 
published in the Review? We would be glad to have your 
suggestions. 


The Review of 1937 will contain each month, in addition to 


Splendid 
Reading 
Matter 


—A page on the Church at work—interesting information of the work of the Church 
at large. 


—A Departmental Page—presenting some phase of our three-fold objectives—Education, 


Missions, Life Service. 


—A Topics Section—giving the topics complete by Departments—Senior, Intermediate 
and Junior. 


—A News Section telling what is being done throughout the Luther League of America— 
read what others are doing and get good ideas for your own work. 


—A Devotional Leader’s Page—offering suggestions to the Devotional Leaders for 
preparing and conducting the Worship Program and, leading the Discussion. 


—A Monthly Report from Headquarters—the Three Secretaries will keep you informed 
as to their accomplishments—new ideas through their letters. 


— Beautiful Covers—unlike any other Young People’s Magazine. Each cover is sur- 


prisingly different. 


Join the family of Review readers for the year that is ahead. Clubs of ten or more, 

90 cents per year; Clubs (.. 
Send orders to Luther League of A 
Pa. Now is the time to subscribe an 


of five, $1.00 per year; Single subscriptions, $1.25 per year. 
merica, 806 Muhlenberg Bldg., Philadelphia, 
d help us get new and renewal subscriptions. 


6 on “Green” Betore You Forget I 
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Facing The Facts 


(By Raymond J. Seeger, Ph.D., 


UR Pastors are often criticized for the things they 
C) fail to do. Are not we to blame in expecting them 

to do too Take this matter of student 
work for example. Anyone who has approached the 
average Pastor about it knows that he finds an attentive 
listener. He leaves with the assurance of support. Why 
the difficulty with student work in the most places? In 
particuiar, why are fewer than half of the Lutheran 
students in municipal institutions associated with any 
local Church? Chiefly because few congregations are 
fitted for such work. We cannot expect students to 
attend any Church, listen to any Sunday School teacher 
participate in any Luther League. They need special 
attention—a matter that is neglected in the average con- 
gregational organization. What I am saying is that we 
cannot assign students to a certain Student-Church, ex- 
pect them to attend and then blame them for not doing 
so. The responsibility is our own; we must provide an 
adequate program. 


much? 


If the congregational organization is modified to any 
great extent, the Pastor will likely hear about it from 
the paying members. There will be complaints about 
neglect. The subsequent devotion of the average Pastor 
to his congregational duties rather than to student work 
is understandable. No one would censure him for such 
good sense. Nevertheless, it is difficult to excuse con- 
gregational indifference to the local problem, their re- 
fusal to assume the responsibility of seeing that the 
work is done. In this sense the Pastor as a member of 
that congregation, indeed, its leader, is also to be held 
accountable. 


A Need: Trained Leadership 


What is needed in student work is specially trained 
leadership! I am not referring to that camouflage that 
is sometimes used in religious education when an As- 
sistant Pastor with only a year’s course in this subject 
and little experience is dubbed Director of Religious 
Education. That is quackery. Perhaps, our seminaries 
should offer majors in Religious Education, Student 
Work, Inner Missions, in order that trained leaders 
would be available. The local congregations could call 
such leaders to assist their Pastor in their student work. 
The Board of Education might lend financial assistance 
inasmuch as students are a concern of the Church at 
large, too. 


There is another aspect of the subject, which I find 
a delicate matter to discuss. Perhaps, I can best illustrate 
by a personal note. When I was a Junior in high school, 
my teacher of French requested me to remain after class. 
When I did so, she asked gruffly, “Why do you turn 
all colors whenever I address you?” I replied, “I do not 
know.” She was so big and I was so little that I was 
actually afraid of her, Of course, I never dreamed any- 
one would be afraid of me when I became a teacher. 
Imagine my embarrassment when I found such a student 
a year ago. It made me realize the way we all acquire 
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various characteristics unconsciously. We go on believ- 
ing we have retained all the virtues we have noticed 
lacking in others. Perhaps, then, the average Pastor 
may be expecting too much of himself. He may be 
producing effects opposite to those he intends. eteus 
face the facts. If keen students who are friendly to the 
Church have their religion intellectually stifled in the 
atmosphere of college, their suffocation may be due to 
fumes from the Church leadership. 


For example, the Pastor may regard himself as a 
keen student (having been so once), whereas actually 
he is out of date, I am not implying that he may not 
be conscious of what is going on in the intellectual 
world. But, after all, reading a popular book on ele- 
mentary astronomy does not qualify one to discuss in- 
telligently the relation between science and religion. 
When one discusses economics, history, philosophy, 
psychology, sociology with as much authority as the 
gospel, he is apt to appear a bit superficial along-side 
scholars who have devoted their lives to only one of 
these studies. Such sermons become boomerangs. For 
students naturally infer that the Pastor’s entire thinking 
is shallow—even in the deep still waters that harbor 
the mysteries of life. From a practical standpoint the 
average Pastor's divorce from the students’ everyday 
world—class, campus, club—is his greatest handicap in 
ministering to students. Now, mind you, I am not re- 
ferring to those students who are so interested in the 
Church that they look up a Pastor as soon as they ar- 
rive in town. On the contrary, I am speaking of that 
multitude of lost Lutheran laity, that we must seek and 
save. It almost seems as if the “brain trust,’ the pro- 
fessors, would be the best approach to the students. 


Meet the Professors 


Unfortunately, professors are not always interested 
in student attitudes or activities—and only rarely in 
their religious problems. Some of them that strut on 
a college campus are a peculiar breed. There is Pro- 
fessor Absent-Minded, the proverbial fool. He may 
know his way among the stars, but he stumbles over a 
hydrant. He is not self-centered, merely subject-center- 
ed. He suffers from specialitis in the form of an en- 
largement of the intellectual gland. The other well- 
known type is Professor Doolittle. He has trained him- 
self professionally to dodge all issues. He will never 
commit himself to a definite answer. He is so conscious 
of the limits of his study that he has never dared to 
formulate his own opinions—much less to disturb those 
of some one else, This scepticism is merely another . 
kind of specialitis, due to the contraction of the intellec- 
tual gland. In both cases, these professors’ ideas are 


useless in that they are academic, unrelated to life in its 
fullest. 


Now this specialitis is contagious and deadly, its 
negative attitudes lower the intellectual resistance so that 
positive evils often ensue. For even if the professor 
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fails to relate his specialty to the actual world, the stu- 
dent himself will do so—a much more dangerous pro- 
cedure. How many a student regards religion as out of 
place in a class room simply because his professor fails 
to mention it—often purposely in secular institutions. 
I know of a professor, who deliberately makes incident- 
al remarks to invalidate religion in his students’ minds. 
The only antidote is the professor who consciously 
makes statements to substantiate it. 


Let me cite a tragic case that came out of such a 
situation. At this very moment a young man, whose 
father is a member of the board of trustees of a Pres- 
byterian college, is studying to be a Catholic priest de- 
spite the pleas of a brokenhearted mother. How did 
this happen? In that Presbyterian college a Presbyterian 
professor of history felt he had to be broadminded and 
throw doubt on the value of the Reformation. He implied 
that the Catholic Church might have solved its difficulty 
without disruption. The boy was emotionally stirred 
to return to the ill-treated Mother Church. You see, a 
narrow view of past history may affect the breadth of 
present lives. The professor meant no harm, he just did 
not relate his history lesson to his own philosophy of 
life, There is no doubt about it, the professor is the 
greatest power for, or against, religion on any campus. 
His daily contacts with the students, his recognized in- 
tellectual ability, his own personality all help to mold 
the students’ prejudices in the plastic age. 


These, then, are the facts. Does the situation appear 
dark? Well, anyone who has tried to do student work 
will realize that the picture has not been overdrawn. To 
overcome the difficulties requires energetic leadership. 
They can be lessened, however, by intelligent coopera- 
tion between the Pastors and the professors, who ought 
to be the key to the intellectual problem. Nevertheless, 
I believe, the Pastor himself must show the initiative in 
seeing that the work is done. If. needs be, he must 
arouse in so-called Christian faculty members the sense 
of their moral obligation to build their courses on a 
religious foundation and to relate every detail to the 
permanent structure. In every instance, we need less 
standing on form in the court of the King, we require 
more determination to be busy about our Father’s busi- 
ness. The Church has a mission to the learned as well 
as to the ignorant, to the strong as well as to the weak, 
to the rich as well as to the poor. While we are mop- 
ping up spilt milk, let us not allow the cream to sour. 
The field is ripe for harvest! Let us dedicate our talents 
to cultivating the field by intelligent cooperation in face 


of the facts! 
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“ENSOKU” 

Spring time and autumn are excursion time in Japan. 
Not only do adults form groups for sight-seeing and 
pilgrimages, but every school child is taken on an ex- 
cursion at both these seasons. Travellers in Japan, 
especially during the months of May and October will 
meet hundreds, thousands, tens of thousands of children, 
walking, riding on street cars, buses and trains to and 
from every beauty spot of the country. From nursery 
school to college, each institution lines up its students 
and takes them somewhere. 
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As soon as a child enters school, he pays a few yen 
a month into his sight-seeing travel fund and this fund 
grows with his years of education, During the first years 
the excursions are to local places of interest, but as 
the child grows bigger he is taken on longer trips farther 
and farther from home. During his last year of high 
school he usually goes on a week’s trip, seeing the prin- 
cipal cities and beauty spots of his country. And when 
he is in college he visits Korea and his neighbor coun- 
tries, China and Manchukuo. 

“School Excursion Day-’—‘Ensoku.”—What thrill- 
ing words for the little child! 
a pickled plum in the 


“Mother, be sure to put 
middle of my rice balls,” or 
“Mother, don’t forget to make some sweet, flat omelet 
for my lunch,” are the last sleepy words at bed time the 
night before that great day. And mother may sit up half 
the night making rice balls and sweet, flat omelet for 
her little one. Then, if the child be in kindergarten or 
first grade, she will strap her baby (there usually is 
one) to her back early the next morning, and accompany 
her young excursionist. 


As soon as day dawns the child jumps out of his 
quilts, and to the embarrassment of the teachers, will 
have dragged his mother to school by six or seven 
o’clock, for it would be a terrible tragedy to be late. 
Here they will wait for two or maybe three hours until 
the party is ready to start out. 


All the children will then line up, two by two, and 
teacher will walk at the head of the long column, while 
the mothers and sometimes fathers, or any other rela- 
tives will follow along in the rear. After second grade, 
the children go alone. 


All the boys will have on school uniforms of black 
or blue-grey. There is no set primary school uniform 
for all the girls, in Japan, but many of them wear mid- 
dies and skirts of dark blue serge. All the high school 
and college girls, however, have uniforms. Each child 
will have a knapsack on his back, or a “furoshiki” (a 
large square piece of cloth) in his arms, in which his 
lunch and the inevitable box of caramels is wrapped, 
for to the children, the eating time is the best part of 
the excursion. 


Those who go on longer trips carry a small towel, 
a toothbrush, and a wad of soft paper in their “furoshiki,” 
and the girls take a comb. The boys have their heads 
clipped, so combs are unnecessary. The paper is put 
to a dozen uses, substituting for handkerchiefs and nap- 
kins being the most important. With this equipment 
they are ready to see the world. To sit up all night on 
the train, and to tramp from temple to shrine all the 
next day, are the accepted rules of the school excursion. 
A doctor or a nurse accompanies the party to attend 
to those who faint by the wayside, 


Hot baths, hot tea, and hot rice are most welcome 
when the hotel is finally reached, and usually the teachers 
have no trouble making their charges sleep when they 
stretch out on the mats at night. 

The school excursions—‘‘ensoku”—the happiest 
experiences in the lives of millions of children in Japan. 
As they travel about and see the beauties of their very 
own country is it any wonder that they grow up to 


be such staunch loyalists? 
—JAPAN LUTHERAN 


The 


CALENDAR FOR OCTOBER 
Study October Topics in Review—‘ Juniors Learn- 
ing Of Their Church.” 
Use October Topics Booklet—“Juniors Learning 
Of Their Church.” 
Start work on the Reading Course—circulate 
“Courageous Adventures.” 


un(or 
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We want to talk about 
Promotion 


this month. How are you promoting the work of the 
League? Now that all work is starting anew, are you 
planning for the children? Are you thinking about the 
religious education of the Juniors? Organize a Junior 
League now if you do not have one. 


Let us think first about the 
Little Leaguers 

—the children seven years 
old and under. Do you 
have little folks like this 
in your congregation that 
might be gathered into 
suchas eroup: | ihney sare 
one of our greatest oppor- 
tunities. 

Get one of the Senior 
League Girls, a mother, or 
some teacher to take this 
group. Use the programs, 
“Little  Leaguers’  Pro- 
grams” in the Review each 
month, or get the pam- 
phlet, “Programs For The 
Little Leaguers” (twenty- 
five cents from headquar- 
ters). You can start with four or five children. Use 


stories, hymns, pictures, prayers. Send for further infor- 
mation for this group. 


CAN’T I COME TO JUNIOR 
LEAGUE, TOO? 


The Juniors 


—the eight to twelve year olds—are the foundation of 
our Luther League program. 


When we urge you to have a Junior Department in 
your League, we do so not for the sake of the organiza- 
tion. We are thinking more of the child and the things 
which the Junior League program will give him. 

First of all: Education. The Junior is trained in the 
things of the Church. Through the Topics he learns 
more of the Bible of his Church, of Missions, of the 
Kingdom. The last topic of each month is the Light 
Brigade, and here he learns the missionary program of 
the Church. Most of all he is guided to apply what he 
is learning to his daily life, 

Second: Training in Leadership. The Junior League 
is planned so as to give the children opportunity to do 
things for themselves. They conduct their own meet- 
ings. They serve as officers. They do the actual work 
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Department 


of the organization. The superintendent is only a guide, 
directing their activities. From this beginning will come 
our future Church workers. These children are the 
pastors, missionaries, deaconesses of fifteen years from 
now and our leaders in all branches of our Church work, 
our local congregation and the Church at large. What 
if they are untrained? 

Third: Service. The Junior League offers oppor- 
tunity for the Juniors to express in service the things 
they are learn'ng, They are busy in the work of their 
own Church, doing many bits of service through the 
year. We find them engaged in every form of inner, 
home and foreign missionary activity. The sum total of 
all the work for the Church is accomplished in one year 
by the Junior Leaguers is not to be underestimated. 
More than the material benefit is the training which the 
performance of such deeds affords, and its effect on the 
Christian growth of the child. 

These are the peculiar functions of the Junior League 
and with a weekly program, meeting at a time to supple- 
ment the work of the Bible School, incorporating the 
missionary program, providing service activities which 
will instil the habit of Church enterprise, and aiding the 
Junior in the building of Christian character, we offer 
this as a training school for the children. 


How to Organize 
1. Consult the pastor. We feel sure he will be 
happy to have someone concerned about the training 
of the children. 


2. Take up the matter in the Senior League and 


have that organization sponsor the Junior League. 

3. Send to Headquarters (Luther League of 
America, 806 Muhlenberg Building, Philadelphia, Pa.) 
for a sample copy of the Review, and a free Organiza- 
tion Packet. Read this carefully. The leaflet included, 
“How To Organize a Junior League,” will aid you in 
starting the work. 

4. Secure the interest of parents and teachers in 
the Bible School, and advertise through announcements, 
letters, and personal work among the children them- 
selves. 

5. Call the first meeting. Plan something interest- 
ing. 

6. Begin the study of the Junior Topics as out- 
lined in the Review for each week, 

7. Send to Headquarters the registration blank 
filled in, found among the material sent you. 

Write to the Junior Secretary for any help or 
information needed in starting a Junior League. 

Get in touch with your district or state officials also. 


Honor Roll 
In addition to those reported in the September 


Review, these Junior Leagues have reached a place on 
the Honor Roll: 


White Rank 
Lutheran Settlement, 
Gold Rank 
Grace, Reading, Pa. 
Grace, Allentown, Pa. 


Little Leaguers 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Black Rank—8 Points see 
St. John’s, New Freedom, Pa. 
Emanuel, Villa Heights, Roanoke, Pa. 
Orphan Home, Salem, Va. 
St. John’s, Mechanicsburg, Pa. 
Red Rank—9 Points 
First, Greensburg, Pa. 
Salem, Minneapolis, Minn. 
White Rank—10 Points 
Trinity, German, N. S., Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Blue Rank—11 Points 
Luther Memorial, Blacksburg, Va. 
St. Peter’s, Creston, Neb. 
St. John’s, Leigh, Neb. 
St. John’s, Nazareth, Pa. 
Gold Rank—12 Points 
Grace, Reading, Pa. 


Convention Echoes 


We have received reports of some of the conven- 
tions as follows. The Juniors have been busy in these 
conventions: 


Georgia~-Alabama. At their convention in February there was a 
fine address| on behalf of the Junior Department by our Missionary 
Secretary, Miss Winnie Butt. The Brunswick Juniors gave a 
pageant, “Choosing To Serve.” There was an original prayer by a 
Savannah Junior, and the singing of the Junior Rally Hymn and the 
song, “The Childhood of the Church,” before the whole convention. 

‘The Thunderbolt Juniors sent souvenirs in the form of old 
fashioned bouquets made of candy, cellophane and paper doilies, and 
the Ascension, Savannah, Juniors made favors in the form of 
miniature scrolls of parchment paper on gilded sticks with colored 
beads as knobs and John 1:1 printed on them. 

An Assistant Junior Secretary was appointed, and the Synodical 
League is to be divided into Districts, with a Junior Secretary in 
each. The Junior Secretary’s report included these items among 
others: Monthly news sheets sent to local superintendents, Juniors and 
superintendents attending state and national conventions, during 
the year observance of White Gifts’ Christmas with gifts sent to 
Salem Orphan Home, Christmas gifts to the grandmothers of the 
congregation, participation in plays and pageants, choir singing, 
Mother’s Day programs, Thanksgiving baskets, two Sustaining Mem- 
berships, contributions to Japan and China objectives, payment of 
delegate’s expense to convention, favors for conventions, payment 
toward purchase of piano for parish hall, observance of Nation-Wide 
Junior Rally Day. 

New York. The Junior Secretary at the State Convention hell 
in Brooklyn, May 29, 30 and 31, reported six Gold Star Junior 
Leagues, increased activity in every department, a monthly letter 
sent to all local Leagues, Reading Course certificates in larger 
numbers than ever before and good work done by the District 
Secretaries. 

There was a fine exhibit. Among other things we noted a Daily 
Bible Reading chart, a China scrap book, a Mexican house, Marion- 
ettes to illustrate the story of Moses, Reading Course charts, posters 
on Mexico, world children pictures and Bible A B C books by 
the Little Leaguers, a Mexican Village and Mexican Picture Map 
and a fine model of the interior of a Church, showing the altar, 
lectern, pulpit, etc., all sent afterward to the meeting of Synod. 

One morning was given to a Junior convention when the Juniors 
in a large room held a convention all their own, with this program: 

Devotions—Brooklyn District Juniors 

How to be a Gold Star Junior League—Sister Adele Dasen- 
brock and Christ, New York City, Juniors 

Reading Course Certificates Awarded 

How we used the Reading Course—Sister Bessie Engstrom 
and Holy Trinity, New York, Juniors 

Greetings—Pastor Loci 

Mexican Project Demonstration—Miss Carrie Knoob and Holy 
Trinity, Hollis, Long Island, Juniors 

Story: Cherry Blossoms—Sister Elizabeth Fackler, 
Syracuse, N. Y. 

Dramatization on China: ‘‘Let’s Be Friends’—St. Stephens 

Visit the Exhibit 

At this convention Junior song books were used, made by the 
Brooklyn Juniors, with a grey cover, with stickers, the Bible and the 
Boy Jesus on the cover. Some others had covers in the form of an 
open Church door. The hymns were multigraphed. This saved the 
use of hymn books with its incident confusion. 

Immediately following the convention a Junior Luncheon was 
held, with ninety-one Juniors and a large number of superintendents 
and workers attending, with balloons, song sheets, cheers and read- 
ings, and a talk to the Juniors on “The Juniors and the Church” 


Zion, 


New York Juniors at Their Convention in Brooklyn 
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by the Junior Secretary, 
Church.” 

The Juniors from the luncheon marched back to the convention 
Church and into the main convention where they occupied front 
seats, were introduced to the convention, and formed a most fitting 
background to the greetings brought to the main convention by the 
Junior Secretary. ; 

For the banquet, the covers of the banquet programs were 
supplied by the Juniors and on the first sheet was this inscription: 
“Greetings to the Luther League Convention of New York State 
from the Junior Leagues throughout the state. The future of the 
church depends upon the training of its children.’ The covers 
were brown, cut in the form of an open Church door. 

We congratulate the New York Juniors. 


_Ohio. The third state convention to be reported to us is the 
Ohio convention held at Shelby. Under the able direction of the 
State Junior Secretary, Mrs. Paul E. Miller, the Juniors gave 2 
fine presentation. 

___ There were eighteen Juniors present from First Church, Mans- 
held, one from Glenwood, Toledo, in addition to the Shelby Juniors. 

The Mansfield Juniors conducted the devotionals, with scripture 
lesson, sentence prayers, and a hymn. 

A playlet, ‘“Let’s Be Friends,’ was given by the same group 
of Juniors, followed by a talk on ‘Missionary Methods With 
Juniors,” by their superintendent, Miss Mildred Yarnell. 

Sister Alma Boarts, of Glenwood, Toledo, followed witi a tall 
on “Life Service in the Junior Department.” 

Miss Myrtle Rogers, First, Springfield, next presented ‘The 
Twelve Point Program.” 


The theme of the convention was ‘Our 


The awards followed, Reading Course certificates, 12 Point 
Program certificates, and the awarding of a banner to the con- 
ference with the largest number of new Junior Leagues. This was 


a tie, with Eastern, Southern and Western having the same number, 
and the Banner was accordingly given to a new League in each 
conference for four months. 

The Junior Secretary then made her yearly report, and stressed 
the importance of the work with the children and urged organization. 

There was a display of handwork, among which was a Mexican 
Village on the sand table, a totem pole, and the South American 
handwork which the Mansfield Juniors were awarded for sending 
the best South America dolls in the Reading Course contest. A 
poster on the Twelve Point Program was also displayed. 

The Juniors then gathered for luncheon, and afterward joined the 
Seniors in a trip to the Mansfield Reformatory. 

For the banquet, the Juniors made candle holders, Chinese fans, 
houses, lanterns, and booklets, and green frogs with the caption, 
“We will keep on croaking until the Chinese Objective is reached.’’ 
Much interest was stimulated and a new impetus given the work. 

At the Lakeside Summer School four periods were devoted to 
simultaneous conferences, and at the Junior Conference these phases 
of the work were discussed: ‘‘The Importance of Religious Educa- 
tion of Children,’ Materials for Meetings,” ‘‘Organization of Junior 
Leagues,’ ‘‘How To Conduct Meetings,” “and ‘‘A Look Ahead.” 

We are counting much on the Ohio Juniors. 

Mid-West Regional Conference. At the Mid-West Conference 
held in Milwaukee, Thelma Wenk, Junior Secretary of the Nebraska 
League, was in charge of the Junior activities. At a Junior con- 
ference which included among others the state secretaries of Minnesota 
and Illinois, the importance of the work was discussed and methods 
for promoting it. 

At the Junior Luncheon, yarn dolls in the Luther League colors, 
made by the Juniors of Illinois, Minnesota, Indiana, Nebraska and 
Iowa, and blotters in the shape of the Junior insignia, were the 
favors. Little John George Kurzenknabe, Jr., was the mascot of 
the convention and wore proudly one of the yarn dolls at the 
banquet. 

Greetings at the Junior Luncheon were in order. Dorothy Vick, 
Illinois Junior Secretary told of the Junior League emblem. Elsie 
Lund, Minnesota Junior Secretary, used a poster, “Let the Little 
Ones Come Unto Me,” in her greetings. Thelma Wenk called atten- 
tion to the exhibit, which consisted of South American handwork, 
the new Junior Reading Course, Little Leaguers cutouts and mission- 
ary material. Clemens Zeidler, chairman of the conference, also spoke 
in behalf of the Juniors. 

Pennsylvania. The Juniors as usual held forth at the Pennsyl-— 
vania convention held in Wilkes-Barre, July 14 to 17. 

The Junior Secretary, Mrs. Ralph G. Swavely, reported fine 
progress. Some of the items from her report are: 167 active Junior 
Leagues in Pennsylvania, with 5179 members, 106 contributed to 
the China Objective, 19 new Leagues during the year, 44 Sustain- 
ing Memberships contributed, 77 Junior Leagues and 28 Little 
Leaguers’ groups on the Honor Roll, 10 Leagues members of the 
Good Neighbor Club, the National Reading Course award won by 
the Altoona District Juniors. 

She recommended (1) that each district observe Nation- Wide 
Junior Rally Day, (2) new Junior Leagues be organized, (3) attend- 
ance at the National Junior Institute, (4) secretaries attend the 
state conferences, (5) contributions to China Objective, and (6) 
continue loyal support of work. 


Thursday was “Junior Day.” There was a presentation before 
the convention. The Junior Secretary of the Luther League of 
America brought greetings. A distinguished visitor to the con- 
vention, who with her genial manner made many friends, was Miss 
Ofelia Baldorioty, our Junior Secretary in Puerto Rico, She spoke 
to the convention and brought greetings of the Puerto Rico 
Juniors. The address was given by Rev. Wm. C. Schaeffer, D. D., of 
Allentown, Pa., who in an effective and inspirational manner 
brought to the convention a conviction of the importance of the 
children, and the need of leaders to work with them. Dr. Schaeffer 
spoke from his long experience in religious education, and challenged 
the Leaguers to their task of work in the Junior Department. 


Page Eight 


The presentation was fol- 
lowed by the Junior Rally, in 
charge of Miss Alice Motiska, 
Secretary, and the Juniors of the 
Northeast District. This was the 
program: 3 
Worship: In charge of First Ger- 


man English, Wilkes-Barre 
Juniors. 

Prelude: Piano Selection 

Call to Worship 


Hymn: “Beautiful Saviour” 

Scripture: Luke 2:41-52 

Poem: “Rise Up, O Men Of 
God”’ 

Story: “How A Young Priest 
Answered the Call’’—Bernice 
Meyers 

Prayer: “Dear Lord, We Give 
Our Youth To Thee” 


Offertory: Cornet Solo, ‘Lost 
Chord’’—Jack Moris 

Junior Rally Hymn 

Blessing 

Welcome: Ruth Wolfskill, St. 


Luke’s, Wilkes-Barre 
Response: Jean Renfer, St. 
Peter’s, Pittston 
ee The 
oh? 


Juniors At 


Reformation—Christ,, 
Wilkes-Barre 
Our Twelve Point Program— 
, Pittston 
Serve—First 
German-English, 
Wilkes-Barre 
Greetings: Our State Secretary, Mrs. Ralph G. Swavely 
Our National Secretary, Miss Brenda L. Mehlhouse 
Our National Treasurer, Mr. Chas. W. Fuhr 


Lord’s Prayer 

The youngest “Little Leaguer’? present, John George Kurzen- 
knabe, Jr. was presented. The program was followed by a social 
hour, and the taking of a picture. 

On Friday Morning during the Caucus Groups, one hour was 
devoted to the Junior Department, and a large number of workers 
gathered to discuss the work. The time of meeting, form of the 
meetings, the China Objective, the Twelve Point Program, were 
some subjects given special attention. 

We count largely on the Pennsylvania Juniors to carry on the 
program of the Junior Department, for they are such a large number. 
Keep up the good work! 

Texas. Because of a flood, the Texas convention had to he 
concentrated into one day, and time was not sufficient for all planned, 
but the Juniors were there! 

The exhibit, with contributions from all the Leagues, was most 
attractive. It consisted of handwork of all sorts made by the 
Juniors and Little Leaguers. 

At the evening meal the Juniors held sway. 
surprise program by the Juniors before the meal. 
decorated with favors made by the Texas Juniors. The China theme 
was used. There were five superintendents and a number of Junior 
Leagues represented. 

In her report Erna Roitsch, State Secretary, gives these items: 

“IT am happy to report a most successful year, with a fine 
spirit of cooperation on the part of our faithful superintendents. 
We have added one new League, San Antonio. Three Leagues also 
have classes for the Little Leaguers. This is a wonderful help to 
the children who are too young for the regular Junior program. 


Texas League now has 163 Juniors and 32 Little Leaguers 
working eagerly in the service of their Lord. I can only enumerate 
a_ few of their activities: Easter, Mother’s Day, Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, Luther League and Life Service Days were observed, a 
rally was held on Nation-Wide Junior Rally Day, local Churches 
were beautified, flowers and shrubs provided for lawns, and flowers 
for altar and sick, the Lutheran Hospital at Cuero was remem- 
bered, the China Objective helped. 


The Swiss Alps Junior League received a large Bible as the 
award in the National Project in collecting stamps for Tabitha 
Home in Nebraska. They sent in over 14,000 stamps, the largest 
number contributed by any local group of Juniors. 


Two Gold Star Leagues, Victoria and Galveston, and Dallas, 
Vernon, Redeemer, Houston and Schroeder, all reached a place 
on the Honor Roll. 


The Juniors contributed about one hundred dollars for various 
causes. 

In conclusion, I would again admonish you, Seniors, of your 
great responsibility to help organize and faithfully sponsor Junior 
Leagues. It is upon you, my friends, that the growth of this 
department and the future of the League depends,” is her closing 
admonition. 


The Texas Juniors have been growing steadily. We have been 
watching them, and we look for fine things from them. 


WERE THE JUNIORS AT YOUR STATE CONVENTION? 
Your Junior Secretary 


OFELIA BALDORIOTY 


Puerto Rico 
Junior Secretary 


There was a 
The tables were 
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THAT THOUSAND DOLLAR WILLIAM 
(By Rev. Thomas A. Estell) 


RECENT Sunday School lesson dealt with Dives 
and Lazarus under the caption,“How Jesus Looks 
at Wealth and Poverty.” By way of illustration 
I told my class that a few days previous the cashier at 
the bank showed me a Thousand Dollar Bill—to me not 
a very familiar object, 
I referred to it as a “William” because I was not 
familiar enough with that denomination to say SBallie 


Then came the discussion over what each of us 
would do with that amount of money in case we should 
suddenly come into posssession of that sum? 


In the lesson for that day Christ was rebuking the 
sin of covetousness and practically said that money, 
while it offered many perils to the soul also had vast 
opportunities for usefulness; that no man could serve 
two masters, etc. 

Then our discussion drifted into the query, not only 
what could we do with that much money, but what 
might that much money do to us? 

I said to the class: “If I were to fall heir to a 
thousand dollars this week, do you think I would be at 
Sunday School and Church next Sunday? Of course, I 
always go, but in such a case could I master the many 
temptations and be in my place as usual?” 


By the way we have 28 names in our class book and 
believe it or not, a large majority of those fine young 
people are habitually absent, not because of sudden 
wealth. Just why, I do not know. I call those absentees 
“My Radio Audience,” which is, of course, a joke. (Per- 
haps one ought not joke about so serious a matter,) 


But as to wealth and its use and abuse, Josiah 
Hopkins says that money can’t hurt good people. And 
personally, I feel, at this distance—which I judge is quite 
a “safe distance’—that a mere paltry thousand dollars 
would not keep me from Sunday School and Church; that 
it would not in any wise influence me adversely. 


Therefore, if I were master of a thousand dollars, 
what would I do with it? I think I would split it 
fifty-fifty with the Lord. 


With five hundred dollars I would finish our Church. 
I would case those overhead beams, for‘ which the 
lumber has been donated. The glass doors for the 
kitchen china closet I would have fit and hung; I would 
finish and furnish the ladies room, the Pastor’s study, 
and the other things needed to complete and make ready 
for dedication our beautiful and convenient Church. In 
case I had enough left I would install a telephone in the 
Pastor’s study. 

With my five hundred? Well, maybe I would go on 
a vacation up in the mountains where I could fish for 
trout, provided I would be in reach of a Sunday School 
and Church when Sunday came, for I would not want 
to break my record. 


And what in the world to do with the balance., I 
scarcely know. Perhaps I would buy time over the radio 
so I could talk to the absentees of my class, provided 
they would get up in time Sunday Morning to listen in. 
Then I would have a real-for-sure radio audience—one 
just to my liking. 


—Beverly Lutheran Messenge: 
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Nine months of intensive and extensive work lies 
ahead of each and every Intermediate Luther League. 
Those nine months run from September, 1936 to May, 
1937, Add to these the three “slow up” months of June, 
July, and August (that is, for those Leagues that keep 
open the year through), and we'll find that we have 
enough activities on the “docket” to keep us busy, out 
of mischief, and into a personal enrichment and a practi- 
cal service to the work of the Church of Jesus Christ, 
both at home and abroad. 

The intent of this “open letter’ to Pastors, Super- 
intendents of Intermediate Leagues, Intermediates and 
Leaguers in general, is to spread before you in part a 
bird’s eye view of what lies ahead of us for those strong 
nine months, and three lean months. Each month herein 
stress will be placed upon the activities of the month 
ahead, under the caption, “Interested Intermediates In- 
terpreting Interactions.” We might spend some time 
explaining the meaning of that 4-I slogan. Instead we'll 
let all “Interested Intermediates” give their own in- 
terpretation of it in a 500-word Essay Contest, rules for 
which are as follows: 

1. Essay not to exceed 500 words. 

2. To be written in ink or typed. 

3. Must be mailed before November 1, 1936. 

4. To be sent to Uncle Bim, 806 Muhlenberg Bldg., 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

Must be neatly written. 
Five $1.00 awards for the five best essays. 
7. All rules to be explicitly adhered to. 
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The Bird’s Eye View 
The September “EYE”—Reorganization 

Month’s Memory Verses: Philippians 3:14 and 4:13. 
(To be recited in unison at each devotional meeting 
of the month. Also to be repeated on request of 
another member or the superintendent by a member 
at any time and any place during the month. The 
idea is to make these monthly Memory Verses living 
slogans in the lives and thoughts of each member.) 

Month’s Member Project: Each member present at 
League meetings, and ON TIME, and on “toes” to 
make things go. 

Month’s League Project: The re-organization of the 
League into an efficient working unit of the con- 
gregation. To effect this project see that the follow- 
ing is accomplished: 

1. The most capable members elected as officers. 

2. Necessary committees appointed. 

3. Officers and committees in full knowledge of 
their duties. 

4. A three-months’ plan of work definitely out- 
lined. 

5. Faithful use made of devotional topics and 
materials provided for same in Quarterly 
Helps and Review. 

6. Earnest study of the September 20th Topic in 
explanation of our Sixteen Point Program. 

7. Seek information at any time from this office. 


The Intermediate Department 
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Month’s Topics: Theme: “Reorganization” 
September 6—A Christian at School 
September 13—Making Our Meetings More Helpful 
September 20—Our Sixteenth Birthday 
September 27—The Three “Missions” 

The October “EYE”—Crime 

Month’s Memory Verse: Luke 11:28. “Blessed are they 
that hear the Word of God, and keep it.’ (For use 
of this “slogan verse” refer to last month’s Memory 
Verse.) 

Month’s Member Project: Resolve to rid self of charac- 
ter traits that lead so many into lives of crime. 


Month’s League Project: How about a “weinie roast,” 
inviting all the ’teen agers of the congregation to 
go along? 

Month’s Topics: Theme: “Crime” 

October 4—Book Review 
October 11—What is Crime? 
October 18—Why Boys and Girls Commit Crime. 
October 25—The Future of the Criminal 
(Note: The three topics this month on crime should prove very 
interesting, instructive and instrumental in putting across 
the “‘Month’s Member Project.’’) 
The November “EYE”—Forgivers 

Month’s Memory Verse: Luke 18:1. “Men ought always 
to pray.” (How and when to make proper use of 
this refer to September’s Memory Verse.) 

Month’s Member Project: Every member able to offer 
prayer in public. 

Month’s League Project: Pack a basket with foodstuffs 
and give to a poor family on Thanksgiving Day. 

Month’s Topics: Theme: “Forgivers”’ 

November 1—Book Review 

November 8—What is Prayer? 
November 15—Learning to Pray 
November 22—How Prayer is Answered 
November 29—Must I Always Forgive? 


The December ‘“EYE”—Resolvers 
Month’s Memory Verse: Psalm 24:7, 


Month’s Member Project: Write an essay on one of the 
books of the 1936 Reading Course. Dead line is 
January 3lst. 

Month’s League Project: Select some definite part in 
the Christmas activities of the congregation. 

Month’s Topics: Theme: ‘Resolvers” 

December 6—Book Review 
December 13—The Joy of Giving 
December 20—The Supreme Gift 


December 27—Resolutions Worth Making and 
Keeping 
The January “EY E”—Pray-ers 
Month’s Memory Verse: II Thessalonians 5:17. “Pray 


Without Ceasing.” 


Month’s Member Project: Doing unto others as you 
would have them do unto you. Have an individual 
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report on project at each meeting during the month, 
demonstrating how you curbed personal desires for 
the sake of the other fellow. 

Month’s League Project: Making a financial contribu- 
tion, no matter how small, to the China missionary 
objective at Tai Tung Chen. Send to your State 


Treasurer, earmarked from “such and such,” an In- 
termediate League. 
Month’s Topics: Theme: ‘“Pray-ers”’ 
January 3—Bible Prayers 
January 10—When and How to Pray 
January 17—Answered Prayers 
January 24—Helps for Prayer 
January 31—Our Lutheran Church in China—Our 


Opportunity 


(Note: Yes, I know the January Topics are almost a repetition 


of last November’s Topics; but for the year 1937 the 
Intermediate Topics were arranged under a one word 
“Monthly Theme.” Naturally we had to start off with 


““Pray-ers’’—those who pray. We will try to treat these 
Topics differently from the November set.) 


The February “EY E”—Readers 
Month’s .Memory Verse: John 5:39, “Search the scrip- 
tures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and 
they are they which testify of me.” 


Month’s Member Project: Every Leaguer a daily Bible 
reader 


Month’s League Project: Pay up national and state In- 
termediate Luther League dues early. Why wait 
until the middle or end of the year? 


Month’s Topics: Theme: “Readers” 
February 7—Readers of the Bible 
February 14—Reading Good Literature 
February 21—Reading Missionary Literature 
February 28—Helping Others Read 


The March “EY E”—Listeners 
Month’s Memory Verse: Luke 8:18, “Take heed there- 
fore how ye hear: for whosoever hath, to him shall 
be given; and whosoever hath not, from him shall 
be taken even that which seemeth to have.” 


Month’s Member Project: Encourage parents and friends 
to attend Church each Sunday for the month. Win 
one for Christ. 


Month’s League Project: Make Church attendance for 
this month both an individual and a League project. 
Let the League attend each Sunday Morning service 
during the month in a body. Let each member take 
notes of the Pastor’s sermons. Compile the notes 
in a scrap book at the end of the month and present 
to the Pastor. 


Month’s Topics: Theme: “Listeners”—Leaners 
March 7—Listening to the Inner Voice 
March 14—Listening to Adults 
March 21—Listening to the Movies 
March 28—An Easter Program 


The April “EYE”—Learners 
Month’s Memory Verse: II Timothy 2:2, “And the 
things that thou hast heard of me among many wit- 
nesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who 
shall be able to teach others also.” 
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Month’s Member Project: Learn some one definite thing 
about the Church or the Synod. For instance, the 
names and locations of all our colleges, or semina- 
ries, or orphans’ homes, etc. Call in your Pastor to 
help you on this project. 

Month’s League Project: (1) Check up to see if your 
League has made its contribution to the China 
Missionary Objective. (2) Conduct a “social,” or a 
“roller skating hike’ or some sort of fellowship 
night 

Month’s Topics: Theme: “Learners” 

April 4—What School Has Done For Me 
April 11—What I’ve Done for the School 
April 18—Learners in the Church 

April 25—A Day in Tai Tung Chen 


The May “EYE”—Doers 

Month’s Memory Verse: James 1:22, “But be ye doers 
of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your 
own selves.” 

Month’s Member Project: Every Leaguer doing some 
personal service each day during the month in 
the home, in the Church or in the community 

Month’s League Project: (1) Present a Life Service Day 
program; (2) Present a Mother’s Day Program; 
(3) Present the Luther League of America with a 
Sustaining Membership. 

Month’s Topics: Theme: “Doers’ 
May 2—Doing for God (Life Service Day) 
May 9—Doing in the Home (Mother’s Day) 
May 16—Doing for Others 
May 23—Doing for Self 
May 30—‘Beneath the Smoke Stacks” 


The June “EYE”—Conquerors 
Month’s Memory Verse: Romans 8:37, ‘‘Nay in all these 
things we are more than conquerors through him 
that loved us.” 


Month’s Member Project: Each member gaining victory 
over his or her “pet” fault, Have a searching ex- 
amination made of self at the beginning of the month 
and mentally check your progress as the days go by. 

Month’s League Project: Conquer the “fear” of not be- 
ing able to hold devotionals during the summer 
months, and plan ways and means of conducting 
“joint” meetings with sister Leagues, or open air 
meetings with the Seniors, or District meetings, etc. 

Month’s Topics: Theme, “Conquerors” 

June 6—Conquering Self (Fear, Doubt, etc.) 
June 13—Controlling Environment 

June 20—Getting Along with Others 

June 27—Christ Conquering Me 


The July “EY E”—Celebrators 

Month’s Memory Verse: Philippians 4:4, “Rejoice in the 
Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice.” 

Month’s Member Project: Remember your superintend- 
ent and Pastor with a card or letter while away on 
vacation. 

Month’s League Project: Hold a “Recognition Service” 
or give a surprise party to your superintendent. 
Celebrate some anniversary in connection with your 
congregation, the Pastor’s ministry, etc. 
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Month’s Topics: Theme, “Celebrators” 
July 4—Celebrating the Fourth 
July 11—Church 
July 
July 25—“Along the Mountain Trails” 


Celebrations 


18—My Standards in the Crowd 


The August “EY E’—Riders 

Month’s Memory Verse: Hebrews 6:12, “That ye be not 
slothful but followers of them who through faith 
and patience inherit the promises.” 

Month’s Member Project: Select a few good books to 
read and a few good friends to cultivate. 

Month’s League Project: Work on a hobby in competi- 
tion for awards to be announced later. 

Month’s Topics: Theme, ‘“‘Riders” 
August 1—Hobby Riders 

8—Amusement Riders 

August 15—Auto Riders 

August 22—Nature Riders 

August 29—Missionary Stories 


August 


This completes twelve months of topics, but that 
you may know what is ahead for the remaining four 
months of the 1937 Topics, same are herewith listed. 
Should the above scheme work out satisfactorily a simi- 
lar idea for the last four months of Topics will be pro- 
jected through the Review in next September’s issue. 


September, 1937—Theme, “Cooperators” 
September 5—Cooperating with God 


September 12—Cooperating with Other Races 
September 19—Cooperating in the Congregation 
September 26-—Cooperating in Luther League Work 


October, 1937—Theme, Winners” 
October 3--The Master’s Method; How to Win 


October 10—Winners All 
October 17—Winners for World Peace 
October 24—‘A Gilt-edge Investment” 


October 31—Refcrmation Day Program 


November, 1937—Theme, “Wanderers” 
November 7—Getting Off the Track 
November 14—Christ, the Way Back 
November 21—Let Us Give Thanks 

(Thanksgiving Day) 


November 28—'‘Missions in Many Tongues” 


December, 1937—Theme, “Good-Willers” 
December 5—Our Christmas Traditions and 
Customs 


December 12—The Great Madonnas 
December 19—Christmas Carols 
December 26—‘World Wide Tidings” 


“Interested Intermediates Interpreting Interactions” 
Keep on the watch for this caption in your “Uncle 
Bim’s” monthly Review letter. This month’s issue of 
the Review comes to you too late to speak further on 
the “Eye” for September, other than to encourage Super- 
intendents to organize their Leagues solidly behind the 
monthly “Eye-dea.” Call a special meeting of the League 
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at a member’s hcme and explain and discuss the plan set 
forth above. 
The October “EYE” 
While working on the September “Eye” 
have your “eyes” on the October “Eye.” “Always plan- 
ning ahead” is the way to get things done. The Month’s 
Memory Verse should be learned at the first meeting of 


you should 


each month, and use made of it as suggested under 
September’s Memory Verse. 
“Crime” is the main theme for October. You may 


think that because members of Luther 
Christian youth that they are immune from crime. 
is a false way of thinking. 
worth more than a pound of cure” is an apt adage to 
work by. 
not only to keep our Christian boys and girls free from 
the sins that lead to crime, but as well to organize them 
in a Christian Crusade Against Crime. 

Remember too that this is the last month for Inter- 
mediates to write an essay on the subject of “Interested 
Intermediates Interpreting Interactions.” 
order for Superintendents to discuss with their Leagues 
the possible meaning of this 4-I slogan before writing is 
Let’s have a thousand such essays 
sent in. It can be done, if you make it your concern to 
do it, Mr., Mrs. or Miss Superintendent. 


Leagues are 
That 


“An ounce of prevention is 


During this month effort should be put forth 


It will be in 


done on the essays. 


Special—S pecial—S pecial 
Keep this month’s “Open Letter” before you all the 
time, Refer to it often. Let it be your guide to a con- 
certed action with all other Superintendents in putting 
across a definite program for the next twelve months. 


Wanted— Volunteers 

Who will volunteer to write one of several special 
day programs, pageants or play-lets? There is a lot of 
unused talent among us, I know, because leaders write 
me about programs and plays they have written for their 
own individual Leagues. Why withhold good materials 
like these from other Leagues? So, here is a chance to 
serve a wider field, dear talented The Inter- 
mediate League needs the following programs: 


writer. 


1. A Christmas Program or Pageant, due November 
1, 1936 
2. An Easter Program or Pageant, due January 1, 
1937 
3. A Life Service Day Program or Pageant, due 
February 1, 1937 
4. A Mother’s Day 
February 1, 1937 
Who will write one of these? Will the ‘‘Who-person” 
write me at once and tell who he or she is? 
If your League has made successful use of a com- 
mercial pageant, play, skit, or what not, won’t you tell 


Program or Pageant, due 


us about it? 
I’ve written a lot for a little man, so will come to 


an abrupt close. 
Sincerely, 
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Convention News From Over The Field 


FLORIDA 
The Tenth Annual Convention of the Luther League of the 
State of Florida was held in West Palm Beach, June 22 to June 


26. Delegates from nine Senior Leagues and from three Intermediate 
Leagues attended. We enjoyed very much the instruction course for 
Luther Leaguers which was taught by Rev. Paul M. Kinports. This 
course will certainly help us in building better Leagues, better 
programs, both devotional and social and we now have a better 
picture of our Organization. 

The business meetings were capably presided over by our State 
President, Mr. Rolland J. Carman. The Missionary Secretary re- 
minded the Leagues that only a small portion of the quota for the 
Chinese Objective has been paid and urged that all Leagues respond 
promptly. The Intermediate Secretary reported considerable activity 
toward organizing Intermediate Leagues in all congregations where 
possible. Two new Intermediate Leagues were formed during the 
past year, making a total of five Intermediate Leagues in this State. 
One Florida Intermediate League received a certificate for fulfilling 
13 points of the 16-point program. The State Intermediate Secre- 
tary attended the National Convention in Charleston, S.-C., in July, 
1935. Also, they were represented in the Essay contest. The Florida 
Intermediate Leagues have taken an active part in the Penny and 
Stamp contests sponsored by the National Intermediate Secretary. 


Each District in Florida, three in number, held at least one 
District meeting during the year. 

The Leagues in the State of Florida have competed in a contest 
for the betterment of the Leagues. The contest encourages attend- 
ance at Church, League and Sunday School, inviting of visitors to 
our League meetings, promptness in handling correspondence and in 
payment of dues. Awards consist of two silver loving cups. How- 
ever, during the coming year the Executive Committee has been 
empowered to work up a better contest along the lines of the 
Standard of Excellency. 

Another big step forward, we feel, is the decision of the conven- 
tion to have the Executive Committee study the present Constitution 
along with the Model Constitution suggested by the Luther League 
of America and revise our present constitution in line with the 
Model Constitution. 

New officers were elected as follows: President, Miss Rose Marie 
Hearn, St. Petersburg; Vice-President, Miss Bernice L. Brubaker, 
Jacksonville; Recording Secretary, Paul Henjum, Hollywood; 
Corresponding Secretary, Dorothy Carman, West Palm _ Beach; 
Treasurer, Albert Smith, Jacksonville. The retiring President was 
presented with an Alumnae membership. 


_ The Tenth Annual Banquet, on Tuesday Evening, was one that 
will long be remembered—approximately 200 attended. This is 
the largest number to attend any State Luther League Banquet. 
Ample space was provided in the large dining room of the Royal 
Palm Hotel, West Palm Beach. The tables were attractively decor- 
ated with green fern and_ gold flowers. Rev. Kinports brought 
greetings from the Luther League of America. Delegates from each 
League were called upon for a word of greeting. Dr. Kinard, Presi- 
dent of Newberry College, gave the address. 


Mr. Rolland Carman, President of the Florida Luther League, 
made the contest awards: West Palm Beach Senior League won 
the first trophy, known as the “President’s Trophy’? and St. Johns, 
Jacksonville, Intermediate League won the second, or ‘Leaguers’ 
Trophy.”’ 

This has proved to be one of the most enjoyable and inspiring 
conventions ever held. I am sure we are all ready to put our 


“shoulders to the wheel” to make ours a ‘bigger and better’? Luther 
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League. 


OHIO 


“Forty Years Onward’ was the inspiring motto of the equally 
inspiring Fortieth Anniversary Convention of the Luther League of 
Ohio held at the First Lutheran Church in Shelby, June 14 to 16. 
Registering over 130 delegates, the convention has been praised by 
officials, delegates, and visitors of long standing as one of the most 
profitable and practical assemblies of the Ohio group yet held. 


Among the outstanding speakers was Rev. R. J. Wolf, Inter- 
mediate Secretary of the Luther League of America, who, with his 
inspirational address and capable suggestions, won the hearts of 
Ohio to him. In his first address Sunday Afternoon, Rev. Wolf used 
the theme of Fellowship as a central thought. The first application 
of fellowship in the Luther League of America was in education. 
Second, it denotes a partnership with the Church which acts as a 
check or restraining influence on impetuous youth. Third, fellowship 
is also a partnership with Junior and Intermediate Leagues. Fourth, 
it means a kind of happy sociability and association. Fifth, a 
comradeship of all. Sixth, a fellowship with God which is called 
worship. In this latter lies the center of the Luther League program. 


Other convention speakers of note were: Dr. Hackenberg, of 
Zanesville, who spoke on ‘Christian Stewardship” giving the con- 
vention some definitions of a Christian and outlining stewardship 
in a clear and lucid manner; and Rev. Joseph W. Frease, who spoke 
on ‘Pathways.’ Choosing as his text, ‘‘“Make Straight Paths For 
Your Feet,’ Hebrews 12:13, he urged that we choose the path- 
ways marked “Truth” for Jesus is Truth. His final injunction was 
to ‘Stand straight, be strong, step firmly.’’ 

Following the Convention Banquet held Monday Evening, the 
assembly was privileged to hear Rev. and Mrs. Charles H. Reinbrecht, 
China Missionaries, who, with the aid of their charming personali- 
ties and voices, told in vivid language ‘‘The Challenge of the China 
Mission.”” The convention learned first hand of the need for quick 
completion of the T’ai Tung Chen project. Rev. Reinbrecht in 
one striking statement summed up China’s difficulties by saying 
that they suffer chiefly from ‘A’ Godless education, a Godless social- 
ism, A Godless nationalism, and a Godless religion.’”’ Moving pictures 
further visualized the work in China. 


The Educational Conferences Period was held Tuesday Morning 
with the Leaguers privileged to attend any of the following three 
groups: “Making My League More Effective’’— 

1. Through Devotional Life. 
2. Through Publicity. 
3. Dhtough Social Lite 

According to the reports of the Secretaries, the program of 
the Luther League of. Ohio has been projected unceasingly in all 
its phases throughout the State. 

Monday Afternoon the convention in a body inspected the 
Ohio State Reformatory. This was a profitable and recreational 
trip and an innovation in State convention programs. Following 
the tour of inspection the group was addressed by Chaplain Mackey 
in the Reformatory Chapel. Mackey restricted his talk to statistics 
and anecdotes which were of interest to the group. 

The election of officers was held during the final business meet- 
ing under the leadership of Rev. Paul J. Renz and the results were 
as follows: President, Dean A. Myers, Beach City; Vice-President. 
Andrew Dropko, Lorain; Secretary, Ruth Bell, Toledo; Treasurer, 
Sees Lutz, Akron; Executive Committeeman, Rev. Maynard 

tull. 

The convention closed with the dedication of the State Life 
Service Flag and the impressive installation service which followed 
the message of the afternoon brought by Rev. Dale C. Recker. 
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 


__The Fourteenth Annual Convention of the Luther League of the 
District of Southern California was held June 26 to 28, at the First 
Lutheran Church of Glendale. The convention was held on a three- 
day cruise idea, everything centering around a ship and Christ as 
ae lees The convention theme was: ‘Forward with Christ at 

€ elm. 


The Bon Voyage Banquet, held in the Ship’s Salon, for the 
executive officers of the District as well as officers of the local 
societies opened the ‘convention. Rev. Frederick H. Bloch, Field 
Secretary of Middleton College was honored guest and Chaplain 
for the convention. 


The Friday Evening session Devotionals were opened by the 
Chaplain, his subject being ‘All Hands on Deck;”’ truly a challenge 
to all who were in attendance. The principal address was given by 
Rev. J. George Dorn of Hollywood Lutheran Church, his subject 
being “‘Steward-Ship.” Following the Devotionals, Robert R. Inslee, 
President, opened the first business session, at which all commit- 
tees gave their annual reports. The Statistician reported thirteen 
Senior Leagues with three hundred active members and fifty as- 
sociate, three Intermediates with some fifty members. Reports in- 
cluded those of the Ways and Means, Budget and Finance, and 
works of the Extension Committee. The nomination of the new 
officers concluded the business session. A Social was held in the 
Ship’s Salon. 


The Saturday session opened with a Sight-Seeing Tour of Forest 
Lawn Memorial Park, in which is the big, colored window of the 
“Last Supper’ which people the world over come to see. In the 
afternoon the Junior-Intermediate Convention was held under the 
leadership of Arda June Gent. The afternoon also found the Senior 
Leagues in conferences discussing how the Socials of their Leagues 
might be improved as well as the exchange of ideas. This was pre- 
sided over by Mrs. Robert R. Inslee. 


The Saturday Evening session was the Ship’s Banquet with 
Rev. James P. Beasom as Toastmaster. In closing the banquet there 


was the presentation of the tableaux. The tableaux were taken 
from hymns. Bethany Seniors of Los Angeles placed first with 


their tableau on ‘“‘Keep The Lower Lights Burning.’? Second place 
was taken by Santa Barbara. Bethany Intermediates took first 
place in their division. 


Sunday’s sessions were opened with a Sunrise Communion 
service. Rey. Paul Luther Miller officiated, after which the dele- 
gates enjoyed breakfast. At the nine-thirty Young People’s Educa- 
tion Service, our Chaplain’s devotional subject was ‘““The Importance 
of Proper Ballast and the Rudder,” after which Miss Evelyn Pearson, 
President of the Southern California District Luther League of the 
Augustana Synod, led a discussion on Devotional and Educational 
Programs. At the Convention Church Service, we were addressed 
by our Chaplain, Rev. Frederick H. Block, whose address, ‘‘Launching 
Out Into the Deep,’ was truly something for every delegate to 
remember. 

After iunch the afternoon found conferences again being held. 
The ‘“‘Ways and Means,” led by George Steffens, Vice-President and 
Chairman of the Budget and Finance Committee, and ‘‘Round Table 
of Presidents,” led by Christine Baer Fredericks were the topics. 
“Round Table of Presidents’ was a heart-to-heart talk helping the 
President in overcoming difficulties in his society. 


In the late afternoon came the closing session, at which time 
the Chaplain gave his final challenge to the convention in “Hoisting 
the Mast in the Tempest,” after which greetings were extended by 
Eugene Hoeftman, President of the Luther League of American 
Lutheran Churches. Greetings were also received from Rev. Round 
of San Francisco, President of the California Synod of the United 
Lutheran Church; 

In closing, came the Formal Installation of Officers, over 
which Rev. D. Edwards Wright, President of Southern Conference 
Synod of California presided. Officers installed were: Advisor, Rev. 
J. Earnest Messer, Los Angeles; President, George Steffens, River- 
side; Vice-President, Eugene Babbitt, Los Angeles; Recording Secre- 
tary, Marge Solberg, Glendale; Corresponding Secretary, Lloyd 
Glotfelty, Alhambra; Treasurer, Harold Rode, Hollywood; Editor, 
Kenneth Brown, Huntington Park; Educational Secretary, Betty 
Anne Fischer, Huntington Park; Missionary Secretary, Anna Sundin, 
Santa Barbara; Junior Intermediate Secretary. Arda June Gent, 
Los Angeles; and Life Service Secretary, Roy Peterson, Pasadena. 
Buffet Supper and Reception of New Officers closed the Fourteenth 
Annual Convention of the Luther League of Southern California. 

KENNETH BROWN 


PENNSYLVANIA 
43rd Annual Convention 
Held in Wilkes-Barre, July 14 to 17 


The 1936 Convention of the Luther League of Pennsylvania 
was held in St. John’s Lutheran Church, Wilkes-Barre, July 14 to 
17. Conditions seemed to combine to make the convention an out- 
standing success. The weather was excellent and the temperature 
was moderate, as convention time temperatures run. 

Delegates were present from all parts of Pennsylvania together 
with a considerable number of visitors. Attendance for the three days 
as registered was about 600 but many failed to make their presence 
known at the registration desk so actually, the number was higher. 


Impressive Outdoor Service Convention Highlight 


The convention theme chosen was, ‘“Whom Will Ye Serve’ and 
if one convention session can be chosen as the high point, we must 
concede this position to that of Thursday, July 16th. Those atten1- 
ing the convention formed a long motorcade and drove to tie 
spacious grounds of the Goeringer Estate, Dallas, for this service. 
The setting was ideal for, as the devotions were opened by the 
Convention Chaplain, Rev. Paul L. Obenauf, the sun was gradually 
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sinking in a blaze of glory in the westearn sky. Vhe address of 
the evening, delivered by Rev. Frank M. Urich of Philadelphia, 
was admirably fitted for the occasion. Dr. Urich spoke on he 
subject, ‘Whom Will Ye Serve—How Ye May Serve.” He told the 
delegates that today, more than ever before, there are abundant 
opportunities for Christian service. 

“Only changed, God-controlled lives can work changes in our 
world of selfishness, exploitation and greed. We do not need merely 
a changed environment nor changed circumstances to bring peace 
and good order to our world, but changed lives.” In concluding 
Dr. Urich stated that “the deepest blessing of life is not the receiv- 
ing of an inheritance, but the ministry of that inheritance through 
faithful stewardship; not to gain. but to give; not to accumulate 
but to distribute; not how much can I receive from life, but how 
greatly can I contribute to life.” 


Opening Session Challenges Leagues to Chose the Way of God 


, The opening session, Tuesday Evening, July 14, also brought an 
inspiring and challenging message to the delegates. the speaker being 
Rev. Conrad Wilker, President, Allentown Conference. 

Dr. Wilker challenged the young people present to choose. He 
stated that they must choose either the way of the world or the 
way of God. He charged that the greatest enemies of the Church 
today are Indifference and Apathy and, further, blamed all suffering, 
want, and need in the world today on the selfishness and meanness 
of un-Christian, self-seeking individuals. Dr, Wilker further deplored 
the use of novel, ingenuous programs and special social functions 
and stated their use could be of no real value in the program of the 
Church. In conclusion, he impressed on the delegates their tremen- 
dous responsibility as Christian young people and urged them to 
accept this great challenge and do their part in taking the Gospel 
message to those in their respective localities who have yet to 
come under its influence. 


“Ye Must Choose Today” 


This was the subject of Rev. J. Harold Mumper, Secretary of 
East Penn Synod, at the Wednesday Evening, July 15th session. 
Dr. Mumper’s address was particularly timely and dealt very frankly 
with economic conditions of the day and their relation to youth and 
the Church. 

Dr. Mumper very forcefully told the Leaguers present ‘Youth 
must choose and must choose today, whether it will go the way 
of the world or the way of Christ and the Church. Choice cannot 
be postponed. Youth must enlist in the cause of the Church, for only 
through its leadership can a spirit of fellowship and neighborliness 
be fostered among nations.’’ 

Another problem facing the world today, Dr. Mumper stated, is 


the situation where we find a group of people so possessed of 
wealth and economic power that they can spend enough for one 
party dress which would keep an average worker’s family in 


while on the other hand millions of 
people are out of work and on relief: In conclusion, Dr. Mumper 
told the delegates they havea golden opportunity to enlist in 
the “last war,” the battle to place the policy of neighborliness first. 
Peace and contentment can only be restored to the world today by 
a return to God and His fundamental commandment, “Love Thy 
Neighbor as Thyself.” 

The opening convention business session was 
usual array of annual reports. Their contents. however, were of 
real interest. The report of the President, Henry V. Scheirer, 
Fullerton, and Miss Mary C. Huston, Executive Secretary, Harris- 
burg, particularly containing interesting statistical data reflecting 
an actual increase in the total number of Leagues in the state 
organization. Reports of other officers and the Departmental Secre- 
taries were also favorably received and indicated a continued 
definite progress in every phase of Luther League endeavor. 


necessities for a whole year, 


featured by the 


A new feature of the convention program were two informal 
conferences, one on the subject, “Social Problems and Their Rela- 
tion to Young People,’ and ‘‘Spiritual Problems and their Relation 
to Young People,’ conducted by Dr. R. S. Saby, Ph. D., Gettysburg 
College, Gettysburg. ‘‘True Religion can offer romance, adventure 
and happiness to the youth of today as to the youth of yesterday,” 
stated Dr. Saby. A right relationship with a personal God_ will 
solve for us our relationships with our fellows. When we find the 
Kingdom of God within us, religion will not be mere gestures and 
platitudes, but a living source of power and love in the family, 
Church and community.” 

Another part of the convention of interest particularly to Junior 
workers was the Junior presentation in charge of Mrs. Ralph 
Swavely, State Junior Secretary, held the afternoon of July 16. One 
of the features of the Junior program was the inspiring talk delivered 
by Rev. W. C. Schaeffer, D. D., Pastor St. John’s Lutheran Church. 

The following afternoon, July 17, the Intermediate presentation 
was held under the direction of Rev. C. A. Steigerwalt, State Inter- 
mediate Secretary. 


Luther League Pioneers Greet Convention 


Another quite interesting session of the convention was that 
set aside for the pioneer Leaguers of the State and National League. 
Those briefly greeting the delegates were: Mr. Walter Banker, Past 
National President; Mr. John G. Kurzenknabe, Present _ National 
President; Mr. Harry Hodges, Past National Executive Secretary; 
and the following Past State Presidents—Mr. Charles W. Fuhr, 
Pittsburgh; Mr. Francis C. Leupold, Philadelphia; Mr. William 
Hl. Menges, Menges Mills; and Mr. John Greiner. Scranton. 


Convention Publicity 


The daily press was liberal in reporting convention sessions 
and radio station WBRE, Wilkes-Barre, also courteously allotted 
time for a short broadcast, featured by the singing of our Luther 
League Rally Hymn and a brief talk by President Scheirer. 
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Devotions 
The quiet moments of the convention were very ably. presided 
over by the Convention Chaplain, Rev. Paul F. Obenauf of Verona. 
His series of talks were built around the convention theme and were 
well developed and proved to be one of the most inspirational parts 
of the convention program, 


Officers Elected 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: Presi- 
dent, Henry V. Scheirer, Fullerton; First Vice-President, Robert I. 
Menges, Menges Mills; Second Vice-President Kenneth W. Dry, 
Mechanicsburg; Treasurer, LeRoy Moser, Reading; Secretary, Muiiss 
Cornelia Cathcart, Clearfield; Assistant Secretary, Miss Louise 
Schronk, Philadelphia. Miss Mary C. Huston, Harrisburg, was 
re-appointed Executive Secretary. 

The President made the following appointments to the Execu- 
tive Staff: Educational Secretary, Miss Sue Kleibscheidel, Catasaqua ; 
Missionary Secretary, Miss Hazel Nannah, Freedom; Life Service 
Secretary, Miss Ruih Neimeyer, Pittston; Junior Secretary, Mrs. 
Ralph G. Swavely, Reading; Intermediate Secretary, Rev. Paul Ff. 
Obenauf, Verona; Publicity Chairman, Marvin H. Eckhardt, Phila- 
delphia. 

Six Executive Committee Members were appointed as_ follows: 
Kenneth G. Hildebrand, Wilkes-Barre; Mary Donges, Johnstown; 
Harold Laubenstine, Pine Grove; Miss Anna Carter, Lancaster ; 
Herbert I. Punchard, Philadelphia; E. Ernest Bardsley, Sellersville. 


Closing Session 


The final session of the convention was attended by so large a 
group of delegates and visitors as to completely hil the entie 
Church auditorium and balcony. All sessions were well attende1 
but this concluding session was the highpoint from the standpoint 
of attendance. One of the features of the session was the dedication 
of 19 new crosses on the State Life Service Flag. 


This session was also chosen as the proper occasion to pay 
a fitting tribute to Luther C. Lang, the retiring State Treasurer. 
Luther had served the State Luther League in various executive 
offices over a period of 9 years and full recognition was given his 
years of failthful service by the delegates who, through their Presi- 
dent, Mr. Scheirer, presented a token of esteem and apreciation. 
Mrs. Lang, too, was remembered for her help. 


“The Blessings of Service” 


This was the subject of the closing convention address delivered 
by Rev. Amos John Traver, Past National Executive Secretary and 
now Pastor of the Lutheran Church of Frederick, Md. 


Dr. Traver particularly stressed four of the blessings that come 
naturally to the Christian servant of man. ‘‘They are not offered 
as inducements or rewards for the life of service. Service is its 
own reward. They do indicate why the happiest life is the most 
serviceable.” 


“First: Christian service enlarges the heart. The more we do 
for others the more we find room for them in our hearts. Second: 
Christian service increases our skills. We learn by doing. The 
more we serve, the more we attain skill at service. Third: Christian 
service is shared with Christ. No higher honor is done to man than 
the privilege of serving with Christ. Christian service is shared 
with Christ. Fourth: Christian service is for Christ. Every piece of 
Christian service can be sweetened and become more effective if we 
will do it ‘For Jesus’ Sake. Christian Service is for Christ.’ 


Philadelphia—1937 Convention City Chosen 


At the Executive Committee meeting following the closing cf 
the convention, the formal invitation of Philadelphia District for 
the 1937 convention was officially accepted. 

Dates for Departmental Workers’ Conferences were also set, 
the conference for Western Pennsylvania to be held in Clarfield, 
Saturday, October 12, and for Eastern Pennsylvania in Pottsville, 
October 26. 

The State-Wide Thanksgiving Rally was set for Tuesday Evening, 
preceding Thanksgiving, November 24. 


MARVIN H. ECKHARDT 
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MID-WEST REGIONAL CONFERENCE 


Milwaukee was the scene of the Third Biennial Conference of the 
Mid-West Regional Conierence of the Luther League of America, 
Jun 21-23, 1936, at the Church of _the Epiphany. The theme of 
the conference was: “Let Thy Light Shine. Two hundred 
Leaguers from nine states participated in the educational and 
inspirational program for the three-day session. ; 

The first session was held Sunday Evening, June 21, with Rev. 
Harold T. Rasmussen, Acsistant Pastor of the host Church con- 
ducting the service. The combined Senior and Junior Choir sang 
beautiful and sp:ritual music and the address of the evening was 
given by Dr. Paul W. Roth, Pastor of the Church of the Epiphany, 
based on the theme of the conference. Dr. Paul R. Siebert, Presi- 
dent of the Milwaukee Ministerium, and Clemens H. Zeidler, Presi- 
dent of the Luther League of Wisconsin and the Mid-West Region, 
gave the official welcome. After the service the group enjoyed an 
informal reception in the Church parlors. 

The second session, Monday Morning, June 22, had on the 
program an address by Mr. John H. Lasher, Director for Wisconsin, 
of the National Youth Administration, entitled: “Youth at_ the 
Vocational Crossroads,” and an address by Rev. Harmon J. McGuire 
of St. Joseph, Missouri, entitled: ‘““A Living Service.” At the noon 
Fellowship Luncheon, Dr. Rudolph Schulz, President of Carthage 
College, addressed the conference on the subject: “The Greater 
Tomorrow.” At the third session in the afternoon the Hon. Max 
W. Nohl, Judge of the Milwaukee County Criminal Court, spoke 
to the conference on ‘Youth at the Moral Crossroads,’ and John 
George Kurzenknabe, President of our National League, on, ‘The 
Luther League of America and Youth.’ After the session in the 
afternoon a motorcade was assembled and the delegates were taken 
on an educational tour through the world’s largest and finest sewage 
disposal plant. Monday Evening, the conference again assembled in 
the Church of the Epiphany to hear two excellent and able Church 
leaders speak. Rev. O. Garfield Beckstrand of Rockford, Illinois, 
spoke on the subject, ‘Christian Enthusiasm,” and Dr. Austin 
A. Zinck of Milwaukee spoke on “The Cause and Cure of Defection 
from the Church.” 

The fifth session on Tuesday Morning, June 23, was a highly 
inspirational service at Lake Park. The delegates assembled at 
6:30 A. M. on the beautifully wooded shores of Lake Michigan and 
were bathed in the early «sunlight as the Chaplain conducted the 
service. Later, breakfast was served at the park followed by a 
Treasure Hunt and Ballgame. Returning to the Church the con- 
ference heard Rev. Joseph W. Frease, Executive Secretary of ithe 
Luther League of Ohio, speak on “‘Youth at the Educational Cross- 
roads.’”’ This address was followed by departmental clinics, Thelma 
Wenk, of Creston, Nebraska, conducting the clinic on Junior work; 
Jane Gunderman of Flint, Michigan, on Intermediate work; and 
Rey. Olen Peters of Anderson, Indiana, the Senior group. 

At the Junior-Intermediate Luncheon the delegates heard Sister 
Esther Bunge of the Philadelphia Motherhouse speak on the 
Diaconate and illustrated her talk with very educational motion 
pictures. In the afternoon Rev. Arthur C. Knudten, on furlough from 
Nagoya, Japan, spoke on the subject: ‘‘Youth at the Missionary 
Crossroads,’ and Dr. John H. Chee, of Tsinan, Shantung, China, 
on ‘‘Re-thinking Missions.” 

Tuesday Evening the conference was concluded with a dinner 
at the Hotel Pfister. The toastmaster for the occasion was Mr. Carl 
Vandre of Milwaukee, and Rev. George C. Koehler of St. Paul, 
Minnesota, addressed the conference on the subject: ‘Let There Be 
Light.”” Music was provided as an interlude by the Carthage College 
Quartet, Miss Ruth Thiel and Mr. Carl Zeidler. The conference 
closed with an inspiring talk by the governor of the State of 
Wisconsin, the Hon. Philip M. LaFollette. His subject was: ‘The 
Destiny of Youth.” 

Officers elected for the ensuing biennium were: John P, 
Shannon, North St. Paul, Minnesota, President; and Wilbur Jenny 
Leigh, Nebraska, Secretary-Treasurer. The able Chaplain for the 
conference was Rey. R. Ludwig, Mt. Pulaski, Illinois. Delegates 
and visitors expressed themselves that the conference was one of the 
finest inspirational and educational gatherings they had ever attended 
and many were reluctant to leave the city of Milwaukee which had 
so hospitably entertained the delegates during the conference. 


CLEMENS H. ZEIDLER 


Third Biennial 
Conference of 


The Mid-West 
Region 


Held at Milwaukee, 


Wisconsin 


June 21-23, 1936 
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The Christian College and The Youth of Our Church 


By George Sverdrup) 


“And a man shall be as a hiding place from the wind, and a covert from the tempest, as streams of water 
in a dry place, as the shade of a rock in a weary land”’ 


HE Christian College offers to the young men 

and young women of our Church, and to as 

many others as may choose to come, a training 
in the studies pursued in a college course. Some of our 
colleges offer courses in wider fields than other colleges 
do. The purpose is the same in them all, to maintain 
a high level of excellence in the work done. The Chris- 
tian college cannot enter the more highly specialized 
field of professional training. 

But there is a field where the Christian college is in 
place. The Church provides as good a training as it can 
devise for the young men who wish to fit themselves 
for the ministry of the gospel. To a less degree, but with 
increasing clearness, it is concerned with young people 
who have caught the vision of Christian service. 

There are a large number of our young people who 
continue their schooling beyond the high school courses. 
They are urged on by many motives. But one motive 
is to get a firmer grasp upon the realities of life. The 
student gets this grasp on life through the knowledge he 
attains of the different phases of life, physical, mental, 
social, philosophical, and spiritual. All of these things 
go to build up an understanding of the meaning of life 
and enter into the formation of attitude and character. 

For the Church the development of a Christian 
personality is important. It is doubly important for the 
student concerned. For him it means salvation and peace 
with God and man. It also means a life of usefulness 
and happiness. The sacrifices involved work towards 
a deeper appreciation of the eternal values of God. It is 
this added purpose of the Christian college which justi- 
fies its existence and which is its underlying concern. 

The faith of the Church is that it has entrusted into 
its hands the material which goes to make Christian 
character. The Church has given its colleges mandate 
to make use of this material in as effective a way as 
possible. The colleges have accepted this mandate and 
strive to meet the responsibility thus placed upon them. 

With this, plus the truth of Christianity, and with 
tull loyalty to the Lord Christ, invitation is extended to 
the young folks of our Churches to go to the Christian 
college to receive their education. They are asked to 
enter consciously into the atmosphere of Christianity 
and to cooperate in the search for the way of life as 
that is extended in the Word of God. Without this co- 
operation on the part of the student little can be ac- 
complished. In the course of study any serious minded 
student is confronted frequently with facts which perplex 
him, It is not easy for him to reconcile the ideas he has 
brought with him to the new facts and the strange way 
of interpreting the facts. He is assailed by doubts and 
the necessity of making choices which will permit him 
to maintain his intellectual integrity. This is no simple 
matter. 

The Christian college has Christian teachers. Their 
sacred task is to meet this situation with sympathy and 


understanding. 
as such. There can be no truth in opposition to God 
who has made all things. All truth must be God related. 

The Christian teacher respects the student’s person- 
ality but also believes that that personality comes to its 
own on the basis of truth which leads to spiritual life 
and freedom. So the Christian college serves the Church 
by providing for meeting of the seeking student with the 
teachers who are ready to lead them into all truth. 

The heart of truth is God revealed in Christ. De- 
votion to Christ is the plus-qualification of the teacher in 
the Christian college. The plus-offering of this college 
to the young folks of our Churches and our generation 
in general is to present Christ as the personal friend and 
guide in life and then in a student's life specifically as 
the guide to earnest and penetrating work with the facts 
of this God-given world. 

A man’s life has its fullest attainment when it be- 
comes “as a stream in a dry land.” The Christian college 
strives to give its students a richness which makes of 
them blessings to themselves and to all who meet them. 

The experience of the Grace of God in Christ is the 
starting point from which the attainment of Christian 
personality is possible. This truth is the foundation. 

“The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and 
give you peace.” 


All truth, of course, must be recognized 


—AMERICAN LUTHERAN 


BETWEEN THE BOOK ENDS 

“Going to College:”’ The Board of Education of the 
United Lutheran Church in America has just published 
a book for men and women going to college. It has 
been prepared by the staff of the Board working to- 
gether. The chapter headings are: Who Are You?, Great 
Expectations, Facing the Future, Majors and Minors, 
Playing the Game, More Than Books, Keeping Fit, 
Friends and Fun, Source of Strength, The Church Comes 
In. It’s being published by our own United Lutheran 
Publication House at 50 Cents, 

Leaguers who plan to go to college or who have 
brothers and sisters going to college will find this an ex- 
cellent book to read and to give to them. The experience 
of many years with college students has gone into its 
preparation. It is easy to understand, interesting and of 


great value in helping to get started right in college. 
—C, 2 Har RY 


PUZZLES 
THE FEAST OF AMERICAN CITIES MENU 
Answers to Last Month’s Questions 


1. Charleston 11. Galesburg 

2. Salem 12. Sacramento 

3. Washington 13. Pensacola 

4, Seattle 14. El Paso 

5. Evansville 15. Decatur 

6. Los Angeles 16. LaFayette 

7. Springfield 17. Peoria 

8. Galveston 18. Emporia 

9. Fall River 19. Salt Lake City 
10. Key West 
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The Monthly 
Financial Reports 


) These reports are printed each 
"*D) month for the information of the c:. 
Luther Leaguers over the field 


How Does Your State or Synodical 
League Stand On 


1—Dues Paid? 
2—China Missionary Objective? 
3—Sustaining Membership? 


DUES REPORT 
September 8, 1936 


Senior Intermediate 
Billed Paid Billed Paid 
7—Northern California PH lease) 27.50 4.00 4.00 
Southern California ...... 74.00 1.60 
Columbia District wees. 39.50 19.80 3.70 1.86 
Connecticut jo... .e. rs 44.50 15.45 17.50 4.77 
2—Florida ..... Metsieveletevene 27.50 27.50 5.00 5.00 
Georgia-Alabama ......... 79.75 59.80 10.70 8.10 
Wilinois a... ides die e amgacacce esa heas) 25.00 35.00 12.00 
Indiana 151-25 20.90 
4—Iowa 76.25 76.25 10.00 10.00 
Iansasmerenrte 116.25 58.14 11.00 Roby) 
Kentucky- Tennessee 46.25 23.13 4.40 2.20 
Maryland 263.00 217,00 43.60 45.50 
Michigan EAS} 23.05 11.60 2.20 
Mimnesota 46.25 9.60 
6—Mississippi ........... 12.50 12.50 
INebraskalince ete 2 177.00 112.59 14.60 3.66 
German Nebraska ........ 71.50 17.88 
3—New Jersey .......... 136.25 136.25 35.00 35.00 
News ViOrk@rrst sie cece -. 563.00 340.47 121.70 88.40 
8—North Carolinians 643.00 643.00 71.40 71.40 
ONION tec cnir ce eee 325.00 162.50 33.20 24.70 
5—Pacific Northwest ..... 24.25 24.25 3.40 3.40 
Pennsylvania (2/06 oe ees - 2,340.75 1755.54 238.30 238.30 
Rocky Mountain ......... 20.00 5.01 
SOwUa (CEObiIe sosoousceccc 418.25 289.25 47.50 36.72 
PUEXAS Par eterstereferloleiteere ceiciae 82.50 41.28 8.60 
Wirginialercrecirince ceca 541.75 361.20 17.50 11.68 
1—West Virginiale cen one 81.50 81.50 2.30 2.30 
9—Wisconsin j........... 82500 82.00 17.60 17.60 
$6,797.75 $4,697.84 $799.70 $634.31 
CHINA PROJECT 
September 9, 1936 
League Quota Senior Inter. Junior 
Northern California ......$ 36.00 35.00 
Southern California ...... 119.60 6.00 
Canad aieraccretew eiewreiciele nits 50.00 
Columbia District ........ 77.20 30.31 
Connecticuty ecm cetioe. 98.80 
Bloridameemceiecnis 8 
Georgia-Alabama ....... 28.86 13.04 2.42 
2—TWinois) veces. esc , 375.00 
Undianad Meets ctevsctteroiee ‘ 
ON Verayatelel wistancieislelereietsien a 36.87 
Kiansassiauvtec csi s Seer i 
Kentucky-Tennessee 5 
Marylaricdiereen te An 4 423.24 14.50 17.00 
Michigan via. s's4scleleeieies 133.20 10.00 2.46 
Minnesota) ..5 1. Morsleteiorsie 74.00 23.60 6.40 
IMISSissippiueen eee Bros 64.00 5.00 
Nebraskatyenmicc none s cone ZRELEH) 76.70 50 
German Nebraska ........ 103.20 43.60 
New Jerseyccnn ccc sn unre 7400 48.23 14.90 8.90 
INewaeVorkiie rece iear 852.40 413.15 4.50 
poms Carolina .......... 1,104.40 404.40 
LO pe isleiajale aie aisiacsisceie eie'stevon 6 SLUL00 121.88 
eaciie Northwest DOPING 46.8 . pa 
ennsylvania scesee-- 3,031.60 1,335.23 ; a 
Rocky “Motuntainweaen. cece 36.0 pee ee 218 
South Carolina ...... oes 40) 230.15 29.05 
Mexas pieces seer 70.0 5.00 4.25 
WObr Ste, Kocone 718.00 8.50 Sela 1.00 
West Virginia 138.80 23.25 
1—Wisconsin 128.40 93.40 35.00 
First L. L., Manitoba ... 6.30 
$10,967.20 $3,828.67 $219.58 $146.88 
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SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP REPORT 


January 1 to August 31, 1936 
Total 
Paid 
League Quota to Date Sust. Cont. 
Northern California.$ 25.00 $20.00 $20.00 
Southern California. 50.00 1.00 $1.00 
Columbia District .. 30.00 21.00 5.00 6.00 
Gonnecticut Mecca 35.00 5.00 5.00 
illoxidaygrertetereteieletese 20.00 11.00 5.00 1.00 
Georgia-Alabama .. 50.00 19.50 15.00 4.50 
IOV), GoocoomGoos 150.00 22.00 12.00 
IGTGKESE, oo ocoaccood 70.00 3.00 3.00 
TOW Meihatateieiecelersrerers 60.00 35.00 29.00 1.00 
IKeatisagie nei. < «le'6 30.00 seine 2.00 
Kentuck Tennessee 25.00 20. 
Manvend., eieeatots oreleye 300.00 218.00 140.00 33.00 
Michigan .).ccr.¢ 5 60.00 19.00 15.00 4.00 
Minnesota ........ 70.00 9.00 5.00 4.00 
Mississippi ........ 10.00 
German Nebraska.. 10.00 
INebraskalsjelsie/stels rel 110.00 29.00 20.00 4.00 
New Jersey ....... 125.00 65.00 50.00 10.00 
New | Yiork nines. 400.00 202.25 106.25 36.00 
North Carolina ... 300.00 131.00 80.00 21.00 
OIG" foes 200.00 49.00 40.00 4.00 
1—Pacific N. W. 20.00 20.00 20.00 
Pennsylvania ...... 1,315.00 607.00 270.00 107.00 
Rocky Mountain 10.00 
South Carolina .... 250.00 99.00 60.00 39.00 
DORNaS. oie deneiorereists 55.00 27.00 15.00 12.00 
Wares) oooocosags 170.00 130.00 90.00 30.00 
West Virginia ..... 25.00 
Wiaisconsiilre.epstere)<te 50.00 5.00 5.00 
(mee, Goooobanges 4.00 4.00 
$1,773.75 $995.25 $338.50 
Iowa Luther League 
fOT/ p93 Ste hereecenees 32.00 32.00 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP REPORT 


July 1 to August 31, 1936 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA, total 1 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, total 1 
CANADA, tetal 4 
Miss Eleanore Gillstrom 
COLUMBIA DISTRICT, total 9 
Columbia District Luther 
Rev. P. L. Kunzman, by St. 
Rey. Walter I. Eck, by 
Howard Solberg 


Bob Austin 
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Leudtke 
Walter Knutson 


Miss Helen Stein 
CONNECTICUT, total 1 
FLORIDA, total 3 


League 
Paul’s Luther League, Vancouver 
Zion Luther League, The Dalles 


Rolland J. Carman, by The Luther League of Florida 


GEORGIA-ALABAMA, total 6 
Miss Mildred Gartelmann 
ILLINOIS, total 13 
INDIANA, total 3 
Rev. H. L. Walmsley 
Mrs. Lulu B. Schwartz 
IOWA, total 7 
Bill and Margaret DeReus 
Luther League of Iowa 
KANSAS, total 2 
KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE, total 4 
Rev. Ivor Glenn Souder, 
Kentucky-Tennessee Synod 


MARYLAND, total 63 


memorialized by Luther 


Frederick Intermediate Luther League, Frederick 


John T. Loveless, Jr. - 
Philip Krautwurst 


Atonement Luther League, Washington 


Miss Lillian Inglis 

Charles Scharf 

Robert Gilpen 

Miss Catherine Martin 
Miss Frances Ross 

Rev. C. M. Huddle 

Miss Anna Elizabeth Doyle 
Miss Georgia Norford 
Jeseph Gardenhour 


Manchester Luther League, Manchester 
Trinity Senior Luther League, Baltimore 


MICHIGAN, total 5 

South West Michigan District 
MINNESOTA, total 5 

John B. Shannon 


Faith Senior Luther League, St. Paul 


Alumni 
Gift 
Mem’! 


$10.00 
5.00 
10.00 
5.00 


20.00 
45.00 


5.00 
5.00 
60.00 
30.00 
5.00 


230.00 


10.00 


$440.00 


League of 
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MISSISSIPPI 


NEBRASKA, total 9 
Edward Sander 
Miss Myrtle Anderson 
Miss A. Margaret Anderson 
Miss Ethel Pierson 
GERMAN NEBRASKA 


NEW JERSEY, total 17 
Miss Leona E. Becker 
Emmanuel Intermediate Luther League, New Brunskick 
NEW YORK, total 57 


NORTH CAROLINA, total 43 

Lamson Satrit, by Luther League of Faith Lutheran Church, 
aith 

Organ Luther League, Salisbury 

Miss Melba Bowman 

Bethany Luther League, Kannapolis 

Miss Catherine Stirewalt 

Rey. and Mrs. Roscoe B. Fisher 

Mrs. O. D. Shupig, by St. Mark’s Intermediate Luther League, 
Charlotte 

Macedonia Senior Luther League, Burlington 

Mount Zion Luther League, Richfield 

Mount Calvary Senior Luther League, Claremont 

Western District Luther League 

St. Stephen’s Senior Luther League, Hickory 

St. Andrew’s Luther League, Concord 

St. Paul’s Intermediate Luther League, Dallas 

Miss Celest Goodman, by St. Mark’s Luther League, Mooresville 

Miss Janita Davis 

Miss Miriam Abee 

Miss Clora Hollar 

Miss Katherine Brown 

Miss Alma Safit 

John Mauney 

Benny Waller 


OHIO, total 13 


PACIFIC NORTHWEST, total 1 
Pacific Northwest District Luther League 
PENNSYLVANIA, total 194 

Trinity Junior Luther League, Ephrata 

St. John’s Junior Luther League, Emaus 

Miss Kathleen Lentz 

Rey. C. E. Kistler, D.D., by Alsace Junior Luther League, 
Reading 

Trinity, Pottsville 

Rey. C. A. Steigerwalt 

Rev. E. M. Weber 

Miss Margaret Boyer 

Rey. Earl Mohney 

Robert Bachman 

Mrs. Mary Staller 

Harold Laubenstine 

Miss Marie O. Koone 

Rey. A. C. Schenck, by Grace Junior Luther League, Reading 

Miss Margaret Pearson, by Christ Junior Luther League of 
Mahanoy City 

St. Peter’s Intermediate Luther League, Pittston 

Rev. M. R. Hamsher, D. D., by Trinity Junior Luther League, 
Mechanicsburg 

Marion Pauly, memorialized by St. John’s Junior Luther League, 
Nazareth 

Holy Spirit Luther League, Reading 

Rev. T. Benton Peery 

Miss Hazel Harman 

Musser D. White, memorialized by Luther League of Pennsyl- 
vania 

Luther Leaguers in the 17 Districts of the Luther League of 
Pennsylvania, memorialized by Luther League of Pennsyl- 
vania, as follows: 


Allentown Harrisburg Ridgway 

Altoona Johnstown Schuylkill 

Berks Lancaster Susquehanna 

B-M-C Northeast Upper Lehigh Valley 
Erie Philadelphia York 

Greensburg Pittsburgh 


Rev. C. A. S eigerwalt, by Luther League of Pennsylvania 
Stanley Gackenbach 
St. John’s Luther League, Coplay 
Amos Beringer, memorialized by St. Andrew’s Luther League, 
Perkasie ¥ 

Intermediate Luther League of Orphan’s Home, Zelienople 
William H. Patrick 
Miss Laura A. Oswald 
Johnstown District Luther League 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN 

SOUTH CAROLINA, total 51 
Mt. Hermon’s Luther League, New Brookland 
Pine Grove Intermediate Luther League, Lone Star 
Mt. Pleasant, Ehrhardt ; 
St. James Luther League, Summit 
St. Daivd’s Luther League, Lexington 
Saluda District Luther League 
Nazareth Luther League, Lexington 
Miss Mary Dodgen 
Wilson Franklin 
Miss Mary Leslie 
Miss Gladys Randall 
Herbert Randall 
Miss Eetelle Pugh 
Mars, eS. lrott 
Miss Ellie Farr 
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Miss Ernestine Higman 
Miss Mae Kyzer 
Lanier Shealy 

Miss Bertha Efird 
David Frye 

Miss Catherine Caughman 
Homer Roof 

Miss Lottie Mae Roof 
Miss Helen Obenschain 
Miss Connie Eleazer 
Colie L. Ellisor 

Miss Rebecca Koon 
James Randall 

Miss Margaret Wolff 


TEXAS, total 15 


Victoria Junior Luther League, Victoria 
Victoria Senior Luther League, Victoria 
Miss Vera Fiek 

Miss Marie Miller 

Edwin Miller 

Miss Judith Adair Miller 

William Miller 

Mrs. William Miller 

Miss Katie Diebel 

Miss Ella Diebel 

George Tcmforde 

Miss Huda Fiek 

Miss Vera Fiek 

Miss Lucie Fiek 


VIRGINIA, total 49 


St. Martin’s Luther League, New Market 


WEST VIRGINIA 
WISCONSIN, total 1 


= 
= 


1! 


Rey. 


Miss Evelyn Caughman 
Lu Demariam 


God called our loved 
ones, but we lose 
not wholly. 

What He has given; 

They live on earth 
in thought and deed, 
as truly 


As in His Heaven 
—Whittier 


Memorialized in Sustaining Membership Fund 


Ivor Glenn Souder . EL al 
Memorialized by Luther League of Kentucky-Tennessee Syno 


Marion Pauly 


Mr. 


Memorialized by St. John’s Junior Luther League, Nazareth 


Musser D. White , 
Memorialized by Luther League of Pennsylvania 


Luther Leaguers in the Seventeen Districts of the Luther League of 


Mr. 


Pennsylvania, Memorialized by the Luther League of Pennsyl- 
vania, as follows 

Allentown District 

Altoona District 

Berks District 

B-M-C District 

Erie District 

Greensburg District 

Harrisburg District 

Johnstown District 

Lancaster District 

Northeast District 

Philadelphia District 

Pittsburgh District 

Ridgway District 

Schuylkill District 

Susquehanna District 

Upper Lehigh Valley District 

York District 
fe ei St. Andrew’s Luther League, Perkasie 
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LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Love's Solution 


(Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am become as sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal. And 
though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that 
I could remove mountains, and have not leve, I am nothing—I Corinthians 13:1, 2) 


(A chapel talk given to the Dana College Student body and visitors during the recent Geismar meetings 


Harold C. 


E are in a world of many difficulties. Continually 
(1) we skirt the edge of a high cliff at the bottom of 
certain There .are the 
difficulties of the masses and the difficulties of individu- 
als. Innumerable are the situations of tragedy that we 
find among men and as far as we are able to discern 
the doctors of human ills are faced with increased 
rather than decreased business, “The whole creation 
groaneth and is in travail until now” is as true today as 
when Paul wrote the statement twenty centuries ago. 
The picture may have changed some, but the sound- 
effects are the same. 


by Rev. 


which lies destruction. 


It would be wrong to say, however, that in the time 
that is spanned by those twenty centuries nothing had 
been accomplished. Certainly much has been accom- 
plished and we have in our day been privileged to see 
hidden forces of the world brought into light and made 
subject to man. We would indeed be thankless creatures 
if we were unable to appreciate any of the blessings of 
modern life. Kings of even a century ago would have 
clapped their hands in glee had one of our modern motor 
cars come into their possession. The common man of 
today enjoys privileges that the wealthiest of last cen- 
tury in their wildest flights of imagination never 
dreamed of having. And they say we have only begun. 


But what about ourselves? If this world were tamed 
to the degree where the groans of creation were no 
longer heard, to the point where physical pain were un- 
known, yes, even to the point where our bodies were 
forever renewed in their cell structure and there was no 
physical death, would that solve the difficulties that at- 
tend human life? Would we then be something? 


The apostle believes not. He reckons with all these 
possibilities when he writes, “though I know all mysteries 
and all knowledge but have not love Iam nothing.” There 
is a tendency on the part of problem solvers today to 
ignore the moral and spiritual nature of man, poking 
fun at such idiocy and pointing out spiritual viewpoints 
as fetters that hold back the glorious triumph of man 
over existence. But we believe with the apostle that the 
highest concern of man is not the conquest of the 
physical world, but attaining to love which never faileth. 


Now we are not at all speaking of the sweet nothings 
so often associated with the term of love Certainly 
the apostle speaks of a spiritual attitude. He has in 
mind a manly virtue. But we ask: Is this love possible 
for us to attain to? You may even challenge me as to 
whether I who speak of this love have it myself. Every 
minister of the gospel must certainly feel the challenge 
that is presented to him every time he preaches as to 
whether he has that love or not. When he preaches 
about honesty can he feel assured that he himself is 
honest and worthy to preach about honesty; if he preaches 
about putting one’s whole trust in God can he say 


Jorgensen of 
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he has no cares of his own; if of purity can he say he 
is pure; if of unselfishness can he claim complete self- 
lessness? Must he not say, “O wretched man that I 
am! Who shall free me from the body of this death?” 
Must he not admit of his own sinfulness and that it is 
not natural for him to love? Rather, it is natural to hate, 
to be envious, to be puffed up, to seek our own, to be- 
have ourselves unseemly, to seek revenge, to believe 
nothing good and to sink at last into hopeless despair. 


You are seeking the truth about life and yourself. 
There is the truth. Read the world’s history, past and 
present, and see if it is not so. The loveless character 
of man is too distressingly apparent. It lays waste the 
gifts of God and the accomplishments of man. You 
will ask: “Is there no hope then?” 


We believe there is—in Christ. The apostle says 
of Him: “God was in Christ reconciling the world unto 
himself.” This Christ lived and died for the express pur- 
pose of infusing divine ideals and divine ability to ac- 
complish these into the life of man. No one who desires 
to live successfully can ignore Him. If we are not to 
sink to the low level of nothingness we must. take 
account of the divine love inspired and endangered by 
the Son of God, the Son of man. 


Now I know that there are those who will object 
that so intangible a thing as love cannot possibly solve 
the practical affairs of life. They will say: “Give us 
something practical.” But is love not practical? Is not 
its opposite, hate, the most impractical thing the world 
knows today? Is it not impractical for man to take his 
own fine accomplishments and use them to destroy his 
fellow men? Indeed, the one great practical accomplish- 
ment needed to make the work of human hands and 
human ingenuity fruitful is a right moral and spiritual 
attitude toward life. Divine love is a mo&st practical 
way of life. When you go out to face a world where the 
economic problems, the essential problem of making a 
bare living rises up to strike you in the face it will 
matter much as to whether you have the love that en- 
dureth all things. It will make a great deal of difference 
as to whether you can believe that the outcome will be 
successful or not. The love of God can give you the 
assurance that life is not a vain thing. For this love of 
which Paul speaks accomplishes two things: First, it 
changes man himself; it makes him less selfish; it 
forces him to take a hand in the working out of our 
human problems, rather than permitting him to become 
embittered, slothful, self-centered. Secondly, this love 
brings God to man in his hours of sorrow and trouble. 
It shows us that we are not alone in the great struggle 
for existence, that we have a Divine Helper. These two 
aspects of the divine love are experiences of people we 
have known. They give us courage to say that love is 
a solution to the world’s many difficulties, 
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The Presence of God 


“Boast not thyself of tomorrow, for thou knowest not what tomorrow may bring forth’ —Proverbs 27:1 


(By L. C. Bundgaard) 


RIDAY night as I lay down to rest, one thought 
al after another came flowing in upon me about the 

events that had lately happened in nature. And 
the experience of Elijah, the prophet, when he attempted 
to flee from all his troubles and from God, came to me 
with a new meaning. When things happen over which 
we have no control, we have little time for God, and yet 
He is in our minds, or rather the 


Providence will not leave us alone. 


queer twists of 

But it is difficult to find God in them. The ruination 
caused by strong winds, by water, by 
quakes, has caused many to wonder: 
things happen? 


fre, by earth- 
Why do these 


As I tried to rest Friday night, I could still hear the 
roaring waters, I could see the loss of life and all the 
ugliness of the things before my eyes. There are some 
who are inclined to scoff at God at such times, and to 
Say mean things against God. Those things, Jesus 
said, should be forgiven us as long as we did not resist 
the Holy Spirit. 
God in it. 

When we awake the next morning and we see the 
day grow brighter and more beautiful, the skies become 
clear, the birds sing because: Nature has adorned her- 
self in all her beauty. Over the radio comes the most 
wonderful harmonies of music, We are reminded that 
life is a mixture of shadow and sunshine and that we 
can not live without either of them. Again we begin to 
hear God in the still small voice. And perhaps, as silence 
enwraps us, we may admit that these things have a 
meaning. When we begin to grant that, we cannot turn 
to the future for a possible explanation, but we turn 
to the wisdom of the ages and find that men of old 
found a manifold meaning in the things that happened. 

Let us read a few verses from Psalms 107:21-43. 
Whoever wrote that poem was sure that God was never 
remote from anything that happened in the world. And 
we will notice that his final exhortation is: ‘““Whoso is 
wise and will observe these things, even they shall 
understand the loving kindness of the Lord.” It is easy 
enough to renounce God, but when we do that we say 
that we are at the mercy of blind force, and that is the 
most foolish of all. 

A man remarked to me the day of the flood, “We 
have been howling for a long time that it was too dry, 
not only on the hills, but also in the valley: so we re- 
sorted to pumps. And the government got so wise that 
they thought they possessed all wisdom and that the 
common man did not even have common sense, he was 
incapable of doing anything on his own initiative. Now 
we are all finding out once more that we are not the 
boss of this concern.” 

Let me ask this question: Is it good for man to be 
favored always with what he thinks he ought to have? 
Let us ask another question: Has the man who has 
raised a crop year after year always shown his gratitude 
for sunshine, rain and thunder? 


But it is still true that we cannot see 


Was there not a time, when we had great prosperity, 
when men reasoned that they would show their grati- 
tude to the Church after they got more? That day 
never came. And that day never will come, I am sure, 
for God expects us to show our gratitude from day to 
day with the means that we have now, and not with 
those that we may or may not possess in the future. 


I am not attempting to speak with any certainty 
upon these things, but it seems to me that past history 
shows us that there is a connection between prosperity 
and generosity. “He that sows sparingly shall reap 
sparingly.” When Jesus spoke these words, He took a 
fact from the material world and applied it to the realm 
of spirit. 


My conclusion is that the events which we call 
calamities in nature are permitted to happen every now 
and then to remind us that we are not the Lords of 
Heaven and Earth. 


On the coast of Cornwall, England, stands the fa- 
mous Eddystone Lighthouse. It was first built in a fanci- 
ful way by the learned and eccentric Winstanley. On 
its sides he put various boastful inscriptions. He was 
very proud of his structure and from his high balcony 
he used to defy the storm, crying: “Blow, ye winds, rise, 
oh, ocean, break forth, ye elements, and try my work.” 
But one fearful night the sea swallowed up the tower 
and its builder. 


The lighthouse was built a second time of wood 
and stone, by Rudgard. The form was good, but the 
wood gave hold for the elements, and the builder and 
his structure perished in the flames. 


Next, the great Smeaton was called. He raised a 
cone from the solid rock upon which it was built, and 
riveted it to the rocks, as the oak is fastened to the earth 
by its roots. From the rock of the foundation he also 
took the rocks for the superstructure. He put upon it 
no boastful inscriptions like those of Winstanley, and on 
its lowest course he put these words: “Except the Lord 
build the house they labor in vain that build it,’ and on 
the keystone above the lantern the simple tribute, “Laus 
Deo’—praise God. The structure still stands, holding 
its beacon high to storm-tossed mariners. 


Christ, the Light, must be held up high before men, 
or they perish, and we cannot place Him upon any 
super-structure of our own device. Let us take Smea- 
ton’s humble inscription and put it above our life struc- 
ture—and we may be sure that the structure will stand. 


See Isaiah 25:1-5. —Lutheran Tidings 


The anti-religion movement in Russia maintains 
twenty-three magazines in fourteen different languages 
and publishes for free distribution in a year 37,000,000 
pamphlets against religion. It maintains also eighty 
museums and public expositions against Christianity. 


—KYRKLIGA PRESSBYRAAN 
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CROSSES BUT NO CROWNS 
“Why give so much time to work in the Luther 
League?” “Why does our state organization need so 
much money for its projects?’ When questions of that 
nature begin claiming our serious consideration, it’s 
time to call a halt in our thinking. The cross always be- 
gins to burden us when our vision of its meaning fades. 
Paul spoke of Jesus. “Who for the joy that was set 
” The pain of 


* OK Ok 


before him endured the cross 
the cross was not less because our Master hung upon 
it. But that very pain did have the meaning and worth 
as interpreted in the light of the salvation He came to 
On that cross Jesus was realizing the only joy 
All a heart like His that was 


bring. 
that could completely 
bursting with love for humanity. 

The cultivation of devotional life will require time. 
The promotion of a great fellow-ship of Lutheran youth 
must have its material foundations. But when we 
thin only in terms of time and money our vision is 
gone. A father pleads with the physician, “Save no time 
or money, but only spare the life of my child.” When 
we begin to look out on the world of today with the 
eyes of Christ, when we see in the Luther League an 
opportunity to make that dream of the Master become 
real in the world about us, then no longer shall we sit 
and count the cost that may be involved. 


“°Tis up a hill-side steep 

And the climb is hard and slow 
But when you have reached the top 
And stand in the rosy light 

You know the toil has paid 

You know the way was right.” 


May God grant us as Luther Leaguers the power 
to see the crowns of life that we may bear with joy its 


crosses. 
—OLEN A. PETERS 
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A MARTYR IN ABYSSINIA 

According to press reports from Europe, Missionary 
Muller of the Hermannsburg Mission in Gallaland, West 
Abyssinia, lost his life at the hands of rioters and 
robbers who infest that section. He thus becomes the 
first martyr of this flourishing mission in that land which 
because of its remoteness from the capital, has not yet 
been placed under military law. 

The Hermannsburg Mission Society has a growing 
work also in Addis Ababa. Although the mission house 
and its occupants were endangered during the rioting 
and looting that preceded the occupation by the Italian 
troops, Missionary Bahlburg reports that all were spared. 


An announcement from Rome states that the Sale- 
sian Fathers have been commissioned by the Vatican 
to undertake the evangelization of Abyssinia. Protes- 
tant missionaries in that land look upon this move as 
an effort eventually to supplant them. As a matter of 
fact, no new missionaries are permitted to enter the 
work of the Swedish Mission in Eritrea. 


Denmark has a mission society that has sent out 
more than fifty school ma’ms to the-foreign fields in 
India, China, Syria, Arabia, Santal, Sundan and other 
places. You will not be much surprised to learn that 
this society is a School Ma’am Foreign Mission Society 
and has a membership of 993 women school teachers in 
Denmark. During 1934 they contributed 17,500 marks to 
this work. They maintain a Bible School at Cuddalore, 
India, and a school for leper children. They hold an 
annual convention once a year at Nyborg Strand. The 
president is Miss Olga Paulsen, Aarhus, a school ma’am 


of course. 
KRISTELIGT PRESSBUREAU 
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October 4, 1936 
17th Sunday after Trinity 


WHAT HAS CONFIRMATION MEANT TO ME? 
Matthew 10:32, 33 


Suggested Program 


Sing: ‘My God Accept My Heart” 
Announce the Topic 

Read Psalm 25 responsively 

Sing: “O Jesus, I Have Promised” 
Read the Scripture: Matthew 10:32, 33 
Sing: “O Happy Day That Fixed” 
Present the Topic 

Discussion 

Offering and Special Music 

Sing: “Thine Forever’ 

Prayers 

Benedicamus 


Hints for the Leader 


Choose certain Leaguers to prepare talks on the subj ‘ 
Confirmation Has Meant to Me.” Tt will be well Sore ae 
to take notes on these talks and then present a summary of findings. 
This should be a very interesting and helpful meeting. The Leaguers 
could also bring their confirmation certificates along with them to 
League. Each could give the date and place of confirmation and the 
name of the pastor who confirmed them. 


ASSIGNMENTS FOR MEMBERS 
Meaning of Confirmation 
“Confirmation is a solemn rite in which the indi- 
vidual, amidst the laying on of hands and the.prayers of 
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the people confirms and ratifies the vow made in his 
behalf at baptism; and is strengthened and established 
in the faith by the Holy Spirit through the Word and 


the Sacraments.” 
: 


Nature of Confirmation 

Confirmation is not a sacrament like baptism, but 
only a most worthy rite of the Church. Not only is it 
not a sacrament, lacking all the marks of a sacrament, 
but it is in no sense even a completion of the sacrament 
of baptism. We may say, then, that, as ordinarily em- 
ployed among us, confirmation is a worthy rite in which 
the public profession of faith is made by those who were 
baptized in infancy, who have been properly instructed, 
and who give evidence of repentance and faith, are ad- 
mitted to the enjoyment of full Christian privileges. 


Obligation of the Confirmed 

1. Renunciation of the devil and all his works and 
ways. 

2. Belief in the triune God. 

3. A steadfast continuance in true Christian belief, 
as confessed by the Evangelical Lutheran Church. 


4. A service of Christ, with a godly life, even unto 
death. 
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Responsibilities of our Church Membership 

1. To “Keep the Faith.’ Hold fast our profession. 
This is of fundamental importance, not only because 
we are saved by grace through faith but also because 
our lives are sure to be governed by what we believe. 

2. To live up to our profession. To let our light 
shine, Attend Church faithfully. Hear the Word of 
God. Read our Bibles every day. Pray that the Holy 
Spirit may make the Word effective in our lives. 

3. To work in the Master’s vineyard. True Chris- 
tian service is the outgrowth of love to Him who has 
trusted us to carry on His Work. He has trusted us 
with His word to be given to others also; with time, 
talents, strength, money. What shall we do with these 
things? 


Christ the Life of all the living, 
Christ the Death of death our foe, 
Who Thyself for us once giving 

To the darkest depth of woe. 


Patiently didst yield Thy breath 
But to save my soul from death; 
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be 
Blessed Jesus unto Thee. 


Key Thoughts 


There is no direct reference to confirmation 
in the New Testament, for confirmation is a later 
development. The nearest approach to it is in 
Acts 8:12-19 (read this). People in Samaria hear 
the Word and believe. Later Apostles come and 
lay their hands on them with prayer and they re- 
ceive the Holy Ghost. So in Acts 19:6 (read this). 
Some had been baptized to repentance as John 
Baptist preached. Paul came, taught them, laid 
his hands upon them and they received the Holy 
Ghost. 

In the New Testament, therefore, it is clear 
that in certain instances the Holy Ghost was given 
by the laying on of the Anostles’ hands. On this 
basis the later practice of Confirmation was built 
up, and is continued in the Roman and Anglican 
Churches. The Bishop, successor of the Apostles 
visits the congregations, lays his hands with prayer 
on those who have been prepared by special in- 
struction that they may receive the gift of the 
Holy Ghost. The prayer the minister offers in our 
own confirmation service reflects the same idea. 
(Have someone find and read the prayer the min- 
ister offers while laying his hands on those being 
confirmed. CSB. Collects and Prayers, No. 48.) 

But we know the Holy Spirit came without 
the laying on of Apostles’ hands—Acts 10:44-48 
(read this) and so even before baptism. It was 
more than 1000 years later in the 13th century 
that Confirmation was generally and _ officially 
recognized as part of the Church life: It was made 
one of the seven sacraments. 

At the Reformation, most of the Protestant 
groups abandoned Confirmation. Even many 
Lutheran Churches ceased to have Confirmation 
for many years. Due to Spener’s influence it was 
partly restored in our Church and now forms a 
regular part of our Church life. It comes after 
a course of study in the Church’s Faith and pre- 
cedes the first reception of Holy Communion. 
Many regard it as a necessary preliminary to Holy 
Communion, 

It is also explained as the personal “Con- 
firmation” of what parents and sponsors did in 
infant baptism, so that those being confirmed make 
the privileges and obligations of Christian life their 
own in Confirmation, In many other Protestant 
Churches, there is a ceremony when young people 
become full members of the congregation. 

CC —————————————————————————— 
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For Discussion 
1. Have several tefl just 
meant to them. 


what confirmation has 


2. Is the gift of the Holy Ghost necessarily a 


conscious experience? 


3. How do we know we have the Holy Spirit in 
our hearts? 


4. Should confirmation be dropped because it was 
not practised in the early Church? 


5. Of what value is confirmation? 


Reference Helps 


Joseph Stump: The Christian Faith, Page 345 (Macmillian) 

1 . Singmaster: Handbook of Christian Theology, Page 272 
(ULCA) 

H. E. Jacobs: Summary of Christian Faith, Pages 316, 340 (ULCA) 

Joseph Stump: Bible Teachings, Page 90 (ULCA) 

Hebrews 6:2: The laying on of hands 

Exodus 35-30-35. The Spirit given for the work of the Tabernacle 


Naeibess eels 24-29. The Spirit given those to be judges in 
srae 
Acts 9:17-19. Ananias “confirming” Saul 


October 11, 1936 
18th Sunday after Trinity 
WHAT THE LUTHER LEAGUE 
OFFERS THE CHURCH 


Ephesians 2:19-22 
(Miss Lucy Brady, Columbia, S. C.) 


(Editor’s Note: This is the topic that was considered best by 
the Committee judging the topics submitted by Luther Leaguers in 
Tesponse to the appeal made for a complete topic presentation and 
discussion. ) 


Suggested Program 

Hymn: “The Church’s One Foundation” 

Scripture: Ephesians 2:19-22 

Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, we beg for Thy blessing 
upon our Luther League. Give to each of us the will 
to do the things we have the power to do for the 
glory of the Church through the Luther League. 
Strengthen the bonds between our organization and 
its Church. Help us to get practical value from the 
discussion of our Topic. For Christ’s sake, Amen. 


The Lutheran Church is the sole reason for the 
Luther League. It exists only for the sake of the Church. 
“Of the Church, By the Church, and For the Church.” 
As the branch cannot exist without the vine, nor the 
house without the foundation so the League cannot exist 
without the Church. The life of the League must flow 
out from the life of the Church. 


What the Church Offers the League 

The Church offers everything to its Luther League; 
its deepest concern; its sincere cooperation and its heart- 
felt prayers, The Church rejoices that the Luther League 
is training “the Youth of Today for the Church of To- 
morrow.” She supports the educational. missionary, 
practical and devotional programs of the League believ- 
ing that the Church of tomorrow will be infinitely richer 
in spiritual power and effective leadership because of 
this training. The Church rejoices that membership in 
the League gives the individual these inestimable ad- 
vantages: 

1. Cultivation of individual talents and powers. 

2. Cultivation of spiritual life. 

3. Development of initiative and power of organi- 

zation. 


Page Twenty-two 


4. Cultivation of personal and social relationships 
for life. j 

5. Interpretation of the mission of the Church. 

6. Training that will give power for service. 


What the League Offers the Church 

The Church offers the League its grave concern, 
approval of its programs and its prayers. What has the 
League to offer its Church? The purpose of the Luther 
League is not only “Intellectual and Spiritual Develop- 
ment” but also “Christian Activity or a Practical 
Application of Christian Principles.’ “For the Church.” 
The League should always be receptive towards any 
program that is for the good of the Church. To as- 
certain the relationship of the League to the Church, 
try reversing this sentence: “The Lutheran Church is 
the sole reason for the Luther League,” reading it thus: 
“The Luther League is the sole reason for the Lutheran 
Church.” It will not do, will it? The League is for the 
Church but it is not the Church. It is a child of the 
Church. As Christ is the Head of the Church, so is the 
Church the head of the League. How can the League 
pay its duty to the Church? The work of the Church is 
not completed. There is still need, great need of those 
who will help. Can the Church look to the League for 
help? Will the League acknowledge that stewardship 
of trust for the Church’s work? 


Exercises sVVinatn Canela Gives May Churches 


(Characters: Leader and three other League members. 
three League members form a triangle. 
read verse; 3, scripture.) 

Leader: The Luther League can give the Church Love, Co- 
operation, Loyalty, Gifts, Service Prayers and Young Life. 

1. The Luther League can give the Church Love. 

2. “I love thy Zion Lord; 

The house of thine abode 
The Church our blest Redeemer saved 
With his own precious blood.” 

3. “Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ 

in sincerity.” 


1. The Luther League can Cooperate with the Church. 


2. “When crew and captain understand each other to the core, 
It takes a gale and more than a gale to put their ships 
ashore; 
For the one will do what the other commands, although they 
are chilled to the bone, 
And both together can live together through weather that 
neither can face alone.’ 


3. “And the eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I have no need of 
thee,’ nor the head to the feet, ‘I have no need of you.’ ” 


1. The League can offer the Church Loyalty. 
2. “For Her my tears shall fall, 

For Her my prayers ascend; 

To Her my cares and toils be given 

Till toils and cares shall end.” 


3. “Moreover it is required in stewards that a man be found 
faithful.” 


The League can offer Gifts to the Church. 
. “Give, give, be always giving. 

The more we give, the more we live.” 
3. “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” 
The League can offer Service to the Church. 

oe « a > 
Mie fae ee ee 


For souls whom Thou hast died to save, 
We do but mock Thee with our prayer. 


“Thou couldst have sent an angel band 
To call Thine erring children fone: = 
And thus through heavenly ministries 

On earth Thy kingdom might have come. 


Let the 
Let 1 make statement; 2, 


DR 


De 


“But since to human hands like ours 
Thou hast committed work divine, 
Shall not our eager hearts make haste 
To join their feeble powers with Thine? 


“To word and work shall not our hands 
Obedient move, nor lips be dumb, 

Lest through our sinful love of ease, 
Thy kingdom should delay to come.” 


3. “I beseech you, therefore, brethren that yo i 
( By re, u_ pres 
bodies a living sacrifice.” sf ihe bide ek 
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1. The League can offer prayer to the Church. 
2. “More things are wrought by prayer : 

Than this world dreams of. Wherefore let thy voice 

Rise like a fountain for me night and day 

For what are men better than sheep or goats 

That nourish a blind life within a brain, 

If, knowing God, they lift not hands of prayer 

Both for themselves and those who call them friend? 

For so the whole round earth is every way | 

Bound by gold chains about the feet of God. 

3. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much.” 

1. The League can give the Church Young Life. 

“Not theirs to question or to hesitate 

When once they hear the challenge and the call; 

Not theirs the doubting mood that like a pall 

Lies on our hearts; they ponder not their fate, 

Nor are they wise like us to speculate 

Of loss or gain. Like flame upleaping they 

Their answer make, and laughing march away,— 

To new-born worlds their lives to dedicate.” 

O God of Youth, when Thy far bugles blow, 

Gird Thou our sinews and our souls to go! 

3. “Young man rejoice in thy Youth.” 

Leader: We share in its needs. The work of the Church needs 
lives—those who will serve it; it needs time—some of the days, the 
hours and the minutes of its members; it needs money—the offerings 
of its members to carry on its work; it needs prayers—the prayers 
of its members to the great Head of the Church for His blessing 
on its work. “If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.” 
Silent Prayer: Based on ‘‘The Luther League Offers the Church” 

A loyalty of love. 

A complete identification with the entity and life of the Church. 

Attendance upon the services of worship. 

Support what people think routine activity. 

Endeavor to keep burning the fires of _Missionary knowledge 

and zeal. 

Witness for Christ with power. 

An investment of courage, energy, devotion and sacrifice in the 

unfinished tasks of the Church and the Kingdom of God. 

(Call out one at a time asking Leaguers to pray for: A loyalty 
of love, etc., as called.) 


Hymn: “My Church, My Church” 
Poems: “My Lord’s and Mine” 
“The Motto of the League” 
Suggested Topics for Discussion 
What can I do to help my Church? 
What can I do to help my Pastor? 
What can our League do to help the Church? 
What can the League do to help the Pastor? 
Quotation: “A beautiful Church is a sermon in stone 
and its spire a finger pointing to Heaven.’—Schaft 


bo 


Suggestion: Make an alphabet of things a League 
or Leaguer can do to help the Church, either individual- 
ly, on paper or on blackboard. Note how many times 
Prayer, Love and other important words will be named. 
Stress importance. ; 

Poems 


My Lord’s and Mine 3 
Thy Church, my Church! O Christ of Truth and Grace, 
My love is there—it seeks no other place! ; 
The Church: What -is it? 
A KINGDOM, won by conquest over sin— 
All justice, peace and righteousness within. 
The Church: What is it? 
A TEMPLE great, designed for God’s own dwelling place 
With glory bright, from light of God’s own face. 
The Church: What is it? 
A HOUSEHOLD rare, which counts its children dear 
Secure and blest—no ill or want to fear. i 
The Church: What is it? 
A BODY fair, with Christ the living Head— 
His love its heart, which by His Truth is fed. 
The eausche Whee is it? 
adorned and wooed b : 
To share His life, His love, His vine Se 
The Church: What is it? 
Thy Church, my Church! O Christ of Truth and Grace 
My love is there—it seeks no other place! : 


—WALTER H. GREEVER, Secretary, New York 


The Motto of the Luther League 


Of the Church 
We are of the Church, her children ever, 


Her glory is our pride; 
And we will all our life endeavor 
Steadfast in her to abide. 
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By the Church 
We are guided by the Church, 
Alone, we would be lost in sin; 
Her guiding hand will lead our 
To the Saviour, life to win. 


For the Church 


The Luther League is for the Church, 
Her work to do, her prayers to pray; 
And give our time, our gold, ourselves, 
To speed the gospel on its way. 


(Luther League News, People’s Church, Chicago, Ill.) 


search 


Scale for Rating Loyaity to Church 
Often Sometimes Never 


bombs attend) (Ghutchie anes sac eines + 3 + 1 — 3 
20 Work ipray tor my (Churchie! ye... oo. + 3 +1 — 3 
Sa Dole pray tor emy) bastorn nectar. + 3 + 1 — 3 
4. Do I pray for my fellow workers? .... + 3 + 1 — 3 
5. Do 1 pray for the Church Officers .. t 3 +- J 3 
6. Do I pray for the Church organiza- 

LLOMS CENCE Reet Ro Pte oe arene ite eo oraine + 3 + 1 — 3 
7. Do I contribute to the Church? ...... + 3 -+ 3 
8. Do I study to inform myself about my 

(@ hia. Cha eeeteces cree, valet epeiae oe Siexeiees + 3 + 1 3 
9. Do I do any service for my Church 

through) the Weague?’ 2.0.0 ..0..66- + 3 + 1 — 3 
10. Can the Pastor depend on me for any 

service that I am able to render the 

(lass Slaten rete soteretes ecose ovens [ale isscomtonene) is + 3 + 1 — 3 
11. Do I substitute League attendance for 

CGharchy attendance 2] 8 .teeiielerns <0 = — 3 — 1 + 3 
12. Do I discuss the faults of my fellow 

Church members with anyone? ... = 3 — 2 + 3 
13. Do I ever win anyone for my Church 

through my League or otherwise? + 10 + 5 0 


The score value is placed after each question. After checking 
the questions, add the pluses and subtract the minuses from the 
sum for your score. The highest possible score is 46. 


DN RO HO) ws ere woetarre id yatuval aelairaie\ilers,ausle~s Decidedly Loyal 
AEE Oe Oo Omretore al clase o's fy aleceleie Salsa. ei sMoisyerai@e PoE Loyal 
Wel Grem UA ee recast atone arinacar alae acoresaiscevecn nuarovese Yot Loyal 


October 18, 1936 
19th Sunday after Trinity 


WORKING FOR THE CHURCH 
I Corinthians 3:8-10 


Suggested Program 


“My Church, My Church” 
“T Love Thy Zion’”’ 
Announce the Topic 
Read Psalm 48 responsively 
Pray: Asking God to help us understand the work of His Church 
and to bless our part in it. 
“@ Zion, Haste’ 
I Corinthians 3 :8-10 


Sing: 


Sing: 
Read the Scripture: 
Present the Topic 

Discussion 

Pray: Sentence Prayers for the Church 
Sing: “Who Is On the Lord’s Side?” 

Benedicamus 


Hints for the Leader 

The Topic for tonight “Working for the Church” 
opens up three big questions. What is the work of the 
Church in a day like this? What part of the work should 
be the responsibility of young people? Are we ready 
and willing to carry that responsibility? 


1. In its essence the Church is “The Communion 
of Saints,” the one “Holy Christian Church.” It is com- 
posed of all true believers in Christ, of all ages and 
races: it is called the “Church Invisible.” It is one, has 
only one Head—Christ Jesus—is of one faith. It is Holy, 
the Spirit operating in and sanctifying it. It shall en- 
dure forever. 

2. In its appearance the Church is composed of all 
in her external organization, true believers, hypocrites 
and sinners. It is called the “Church Visible.” In the 
judgment she will be purified. Matthew 13:30, 37-43. 

3. In the light of these two statements what shall 
we conclude about the share which young people should 
take in the work of the Church? 


Page Twenty-three 


List these suggestions on the blackboard. Be sure 
that some of the following points of view get into the 
picture: 

1. The work of the Church is to minister to people 
of all sorts, as Jesus did, to meet their needs, whether 
physical, moral, social or spiritual; to help them attain 
happy, complete, abundant living, as measured by the 
standard of Jesus himself. We share in the work of the 
Church when we live the life of love and service 
we give ourselves unselfishly in helping to 
more worth-while for those around us. 

2. The Church is a fellowship of those who have 
banded themselves together to give effect to their love 
and their Christian ideals both among individual men 
and women and in society at large. 
together for worship, thought, 
couragement. 

3. We share in the work of the Church when we 
cheerfully and willingly take our part of the routine 
duties essential to the maintaining of that fellowship. 

(a) being present at worship and communion; (b) 
giving time and service; (c) bearing our testimony to the 
love of God both by our words and by the way we live; 
(d) counting it a privilege to give as we are able to the 
support of the Church and its program. 

If the Church is able to change, whose fault is it 
that it becomes dissatisfactory and dead? The ministers? 
The members? The general ideas of the times? 

Ask for suggestions as to what is needed to improve 
the Church of which we are members? 

List these. After full discussion, close by saying, 
“Which of these things shall we agree to do, as a group, 
or as individuals, now or in the coming weeks or year? 
Will we have the courage to meet the challenge, and to 
share, fully, sacrificially, in the work of the Church” 


, when 
make life 


They must assemble 


study, and mutual en- 


Quotations 

“Ts it a strong congregation?” 
ing a body of worshippers, “Yes,” was the reply. “How 
many members are there?’ “Seventy-six.” “Seventy- 
six! Are they so very wealthy?” “No, they are poor.” 
“How then do you say it is a strong Church?” “Because,” 
said the gentleman, “they are earnest, devoted, at peace, 
loving each other, and striving together to do the 
Master’s work. Such a congregation is strong, whether 
composed of a dozen or five hundred members!” And he 
spoke the truth. 

“The Church will make a great advance when every- 
one has some part in the Church life. Too often a few 
laymen and willing workers undertake the whole job. 
Let us relate the talents and capacities and even hobbies 
of the laymen to the Church to give a job to every lay- 
man and have every layman on the job.” 

—EDWARD L. WERTHEIM 


asked a man respect- 


Poem 
THE OLD HOME CHURCH 
By G. A. Fry, D. D. 


Lord God of Hosts! to Thee we. raise 
Our hearts in songs of grateful praise 

For mercies ever new. 

-The years with goodness Thou hast crowned 
And scattered blessings all around, 
Plenteous as morning dew. 


Within these courts our fathers prayed 
And here their solemn vows they made 
Of love and faith in Thee. 
Their lives in worship were made strong 
As here they joined in prayer and song, 
From care and labor free. 
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Whilst sweetly ‘neath the sod they sleep, 
And judgment books their memories keep, 
Their Zion stands secure. 
Her altar fires still brightly burn, 
And hither weary pilgrims turn 
And pard’ning grace procure. 
For our dear Church we humbly pray, 
On this our joyous festal day; 
Thy benedictions send. ; 
With zeal her children, Lord, inspire _ 
And touch their hearts with hallowed fire, 
Still be their gracious Friend. 

(Editor’s Note: This hymn could be sung to the tune of “Meribah’’) 


perenne otha ie oe Ae ee ee 
Key Thoughts 


When we think of working for the Church we 
think first of the minister of course, and that is 
right, for he gives his whole time to the work of 
the Church. Jesus called on some men to give 
their whole time to the work of the Church and 
sent them out to do it (Read Matthew 10:6-16). 
Church work is not easy. It involves danger and 
trouble. It requires tact and patience. It is not 
welccmed by all. 


There are other workers beside the ministers. 
Deaconesses, yes, and more of our girls ought to 
become deaconesses. But besides that most of the 
Church work is done by the people themselves, 
chosen by their fellow members and led and di- 
rected by the Holy Spirit. (Read Acts 6:1-7.) A 
good example of early Church work by a woman 
is found in Acts 9:36-42. It was inner mission 
work. 

We are not beginning the work. For most of 
us it is work others started. Yet there is much to 
be done. (Read John 4:35-38.) That is just as 
true today as it was when Jesus first said it. Let 
us all get busy with Him. (I Corinthians 15:58.) 
Work for God lasts. Other things are perishing. 
But work for the Church is work which lasts. 


God gives us each different gifts and tasks. 
No one can do another’s task as well as his own. 
No one can do your work for you. (Read Ephe- 
sians 2:10 and 4:12-16; I Peter 2:9-12 and Philip- 
pians 2:13-18.) 


Here are some of the ways we can work for 
the Church. Where do you fit in? Talk about your 
Church. Whenever you are with people make it 
a point to say something nice about the Church, 
Sunday School, or Luther League. Talk it up. 
Tell the truth but emphasize the pleasant truths— 
that’s good advertising. Better than an ad in the 
paper or a poster in a window, Talk Church! 


Bring people with you. That will be the 
natural result of talking Church. Show them them 
the place. Introduce them to the Pastor. Make 
them at home. Be friends to them. Weave them 
in. Get them to do something, too. That’s the 
best sort of Church work. Do that instead of 
spending time on sales, bazaars, plays, athletics— 
all good but only useful to the Church when the 
result is bringing people to worship and serve. 


Teach in Sunday School. Lead in Luther 
League. Help in the Sunday School Home Depart- 
ment. Help the Pastor—typing, getting out letters, 
keeping records, looking up references. Bea handy 
man or woman to the Pastor. He will appreciate 
it. Some Pastors have full time secretary service, 
but it does not cost the Church anything, because 
2 number of the members divide the work and 

fa) alti ; 


Ushering and making people welcome at the 
services and other Church meetings, Singing in 
the choir, training Juniors. Leading Intermediates. 


Making things for the Church. All kinds of 
furnishings can be made by handy men and women 
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and even boys and girls. It means much more than 
to have everything or nearly everything machine- 
made and bought from supply houses. Wood carv- 
ing, cabinet making, brick and stone laying, caring 
for the grounds, landscaping, gardening, embroider- 
ing, cleaning—quantities of things could be done, 
See what your Church needs. See if you cannot 
find talent among your own members to do it. 
Then see how much more all will love their Church 


and work for it. 
Build up the membership. Furnish the Church. 
That’s Church work. 
ee 
ASSIGNMENTS FOR MEMBERS 


Church Work 
W-O-R-K spells a little word all can remember. It 


means, when in action, much sacrifice and responsibility, 
the loving and willing use of all our talents. Church 
work is inspired by that something stirring within, and 
prompting every Christian to do the works of love. But 
love is the result of faith, and having real living faith 
the works of love must follow. 


Youth Work 

Among those whom the Church has the responsibili- 
ty of serving are the youth of the world. One of the 
ways by which the Church seeks to help youth is through 
its program of Christian Education as carried on through 
such organizations as the Luther League and the Sunday 
School. We share in the work of the Church as we take 
part in its program to help young people. The best 
kind of help is self help. We have a special responsi- 
bility to win other young people to Christ and enlist 
them in His cause. When we do so we are working for 
Christ and the Church. 

For Discussion 

1. Make a list of things your Church needs. 
. Make a list of people having special skills or 
gifts. 

3. See how the two lists fit. 

4. Make a list of people who do not go to Church 
and of children not in Sunday Scool in your community. 

5. Secure volunteers to visit and to bring them to 
Church, Sunday School, Luther League. 

6. What is the most important 
Church? 

7. Suggest other ways of working for the Church. 

4 


Reference Helps 


C. R. Zahnizer: Case World Evangelism (Revell) 

ED. © ce eae Individual Work for Individuals 
ress 

Louis Jabine: How to use your Church (Macmillan) 


work for the 


(Association 


October 25, 1936 
Twentieth Sunday after Trinity 
MY NEIGHBOR, THE JEW 


(By Mrs. Amos John Traver, Frederick, Maryland) 


To the Leader: In arranging for the devotional 

: t a wk art of yo 
meeting it would be wise to ask your Pastor or some student Ate. 
Bible to explain the Scripture reading. The New Testament in 
poder, Spcae by Re E. ; South, D. Litt., or Moffatt’s Transla- 
lon makes the meaning of this passage clearer th f 
or Authorized Version. = eee eos 


Another program on “My Neighbor, the Jew”, w 
1 } : c ; was prepared 
the writer of this topic. It appeared in’ the Luther lee oR 
June 30, 1935. If your League did not use that topic then, refer 
to it as an introduction to this further discussion. 


Prepare for Neighborliness 
The extremely well-written and most interesting 
book by Basil Mathews, called “The Jew and World 
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Ferment” was used by interdenominational mission study 
groups last fall. Much of the material presented here 
was found therein. 

One enthusiastic young teacher of this book writes, 
“Our Society attended one of the Jewish Synagogues in 
a body. There were 20 or more of us and every one 
enjoyed the experience immensely. I was quite trilled 
to think they took enough interest in the Jewish problem 
to turn out that way, After the service some of the 
women took us all through the Synagogue and some of 
the questions our women asked were very intelligent and 
showed that they had listened to Mission Study. We 
were invited to come back and visit them on some of 
their feast days and especially Confirmation.” 

Synagogue is the Greek word for coming together 
just as congregation is the Latin word. If you visit a 
local Synagogue, notice the Ark alcove with the per- 
petual light before it, Find out what is kept in the Ark. 
Ask about their Thanksgiving festival. 

Define Torah, Talmud, Mezuzah, 
lactery, Tallith. 

Additional references suggested for this topic are: 
“When Jews Face Christ,’ Einspruch; “Jewish Confes- 
sors of the Faith,’ Einspruch; Reports of Conference 
on the Christian Approach to the Jew; Lutheran 
Periodicals; The Messiah Hebrew Lutheran; The Dawn; 
The Mediator; “Serving Around the World,’ Nona M. 
Diehl. 


Christians and Jews—Friends 

No amount of reading or observation can accomplish 
as much as personal neighborliness with our Jewish 
friends. If we have net made such friends, why 
not? Unless there are no Jews living near you, the an- 
swer condemns each Christian. The ideal situation would 
be “for every Jew a Christian friend.” 

My Jewish friends have taught me the value of 
dietary laws (‘“kosher’ means ceremonially clean). They 
taught me to admire their cultural standards, their de- 
termination to achieve worth-while ambitions, their be- 
lief in the oneness and holiness of God and His will to 
guide men’s personal and national life to a supreme end. 


Mizrach, Phy- 


Where are our Jewish Neighbors? 

The 17,000,000 Jews in the world today are the most 
widely distributed of all the human race. Everywhere the 
Jew is a fellow citizen in all Christian nations, in other 
words, our neighbor wherever we live. 


Anti-Semitism 

There is so much in the newspapers nowadays about 
persecution of the Jews in Europe. Is God working in 
this way of mystery to bind His chosen people together 
more closely after years of separation throughout all the 
world? Dean Inge says, “The Jew has stood at the 
graveside of all his persecutors.” 

In the United States the Jew is not really persecuted 
but it is true that many Christians are prejudiced against 
the blood-brethren of their Christ. The word “prejudice” 
means prejudging or as someone has said more strik- 
ingly, “Prejudice is being down on something you are 
not up on.” Let us beware of generalizations but really 
try to learn to know well some Jewish people. We, in 
our home, have found them very likable folk. They do 
have a “wholly different culture, tradition, race and re- 
ligion” as Hilaire Belloc says and “They stick together 
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so and get on so,” to quote John Galsworthy. But are 
they not to be honored for these very differences? Would 
we non-Jews have done so well? Is it not true that they 
outstrip us in brilliance, inventiveness, grit and many 
other admirable qualities? 


Famous Jews 

From the Old Testament heroes to Maimonides, 
Spinoza, Mendelssohn (who by the way was a Christian 
Jew, as was Heine and Disraeli and Sara Bernhardt and 
Offenbach), the Rothschild family, Albert Einstein, 
Freud, Jacob Epstein, the sculptor, Henry Morgenthau, 
Jr., Brandeis and Cordozo of the United States Supreme 
Court, Elizabeth Bergner, Zangwill, not to speak of 
Max Baer, Goldwyn, and Eddie Cantor. Where in non- 
Jewish people can be found names to conjure with? 


Present-Day Jewish Life 

Now that in Jewish life there is the influence of the 
cinema against the Synagogue, the theatre against the 
Talmud, the motor car against the Mosaic law, individual- 
ism against the authority of the rabbi, whose responsibili- 
ty is it to see to it that Christians interpret the teach- 
ings of Christ to their neighbors, the Jew? 


Bonds of Union 

“Jesus may yet serve as a bond of union between 
Jews and Christians.” 

Speaking on Brotherhood Day, President Roosevelt 
said: “No greater thing could come to our land today 
than a revival of the spirit of religion—a revival that 
would sweep through the homes of the nation and stir 
the hearts of men and women of all faiths to a reasser- 
tion of their belief in God and their dedication to 
His will for themselves and for their world. I doubt if 
there is any problem, social, political or economic, that 
would not melt away before the fire of such a spiritual 
awakening. 

“T know of no better way to kindle such a fire than 
through the fellowship that an occasion like this makes 
possible. For Brotherhood Day, after all, is an experi- 
ment in understanding; a venture in neighborliness. 

“The good-neighbor idea—as we are trying to prac- 
tice it in international relationships—needs to be put into 
practice in our community relationships. When it 1s, 
we may discover that the road to understanding and 
fellowship is also the road to spiritual awakening. At 
our neighbor’s fireside we may find new fuel for the 
fires of faith at our own hearthside. 

“Tt would be a fitting thing for an organization such 
as the National Conference of Jews and Christians to 
undertake this kind of a project in neighborliness. I 
should like to see associations of good neighbors in 
every town and city and in every rural community of our 
land. Such associations of sincere citizens like-minded as 
to the underlying principles and ideals would reach across 
the lines of creed or of economic status. It would bring 
together men and women of all stations to share their 
problems and their hopes and to discover ways of mutual 
and neighborly helpfulness. Here, perhaps, is a way to 
pool our spiritual resourcs; to find common ground on 
which all of us of all faiths can stand; and thence to 
move forward as men and women concerned for the 
things of the spirit.” 

Rabbi Philip Bernstein, of Rochester, N. Y., pleads 
that Christians and Jews smash down the walls of 


Page Twenty-six 


bigotry and misunderstanding that too often separate us 
and use the stones thereof to build a road on which to 
walk together toward God’s kingdom. 

Much 
may develop in the world situation as concerns Jews be- 
fore the October meeting when the Leaguers will study 
this topic. A world congress is called in Paris in August 
to discuss methods for combatting an anti-Semitic wave, 
which is sweeping the entire world, America not ex- 
cepted. The Church can never compromise with an at- 
titude so foreign to the teaching and spirit of Christ. 


This discussion is being written in March. 


Probably economic factors rather than religious mo- 
tives are responsible for Anti-Semitism. 


Practicing Christian Neighborliness 

The greatest hindrance to the conversion of Jews 
to Christianity is that Christians do not practice Chris- 
tianity sufficiently to appeal to Jewish neighbors as a 
better way of life than they have. Conrad Hoffman, Jr., 
who is General Secretary of the International Committee 
on the “Approach to the Jew,’ says: “Our Christian 
approach to the Jew must under no circumstances be 
prompted by a sense of superiority but rather by a deep 
sense of great debt and sincere repentance, Let us who 
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call ourselves Christian prove ourselves worthy of that 
name and endeavor to reveal in our daily witness some- 
thing of the transforming power of Christ in the lives 
of men. Only as we reveal such power is it likely that 
our Jewish neighbors will be attracted to the point of 
investigating Jesus Christ and thereby given the pos- 
sibility of discovering that He is their Messiah as our 
Christ. 


Our Lutheran Jewish Missions 

Where are our U. L. C. A. Jewish Missions? 

Pittsburgh, Rev. D. Bravin, Missionary. 

Philadelphia, Rev. Paul I. Morentz, Missionary. 
(The Philadelphia plan is to approach the Jew through 
established congregations rather than from a mission and 
to welcome the Jew into membership in these Churches. 
Discuss this plan.) 

Toledo, Rev. Harry Rubenstein, Pastor. 

Baltimore, Rev. Henry Einspruch, Missionary. 


A Closing Prayer 

Let us close the meeting with the prayer that “All 
Israel shall be saved,’ (Romans 11:26) and that Luther 
Leaguers may realize their responsibility as Christians 
to their Jewish neighbors. 


Gel wel Teel Wel el Weal Uw 


October 4, 1936 
“THE KNIGHT IN GREY” 


The book, “The Knight in Grey,’ by Marie E. 
Richard, is one of five selected books for the 1937 Inter- 
mediate Reading Course. The other four books are: 
“African Bridge Builders,’ by William C. Bell; “Boy 
Days and Boy Ways,” by Frank H. Chely; “The Queenly 
Quest,” by Rosalie Mills Appleby; and “I Believe in 
People,” by Archer Wallace. 

The book, “Boy Days and Boy Ways,” is a boy’s 
book, and “The Queenly Quest” is for Girls. ‘African 
Bridge Builders” is the missionary book, and “I Believe 
in People” is a biographical sketch of a number of 
notable people by a master writer who has given a life 
long study of great characters, both living and dead. 

The total price of the five books is six dollars, and 
should be ordered direct from The Lutheran Publica- 
tion House, 13th and Spruce Streets, Philadelphia, Pa., 
or at any of its branch offices. 


It is hoped that more Leagues will order next 
year’s Reading Course, and set up a workable system 
whereby the books are kept circulating; and, further- 
more, that every member in the League be encouraged 
to carefully read each one of the books. 


Three Other Things to Do 
1. Promote a Reading Course Poster Contest 
among the members, Offer small prizes for the two best 
posters. Extend this Poster Contest idea within the 
District and throughout the Synodical or State League. 
2. Encourage the Leaguers to write an Essay on 
any one of the books read, in competition for twelve 
awards offered by the Intermediate Department at 


Dntermedtate Department Tepics 


headquarters. 
Contest” are: 

a. Only one essay may be entered by an Inter- 

mediate. 

b. Said essay must be on one of the books of the 

1937 Reading Course. 

c. Essay must not contain less than 1000 words, 

nor more than 2000 words. 

d. Essay must be written in ink or typewriter, and 

only on one side of the paper. 

e. Essay must be in the offices of the Luther League 

of America not later than January 31, 1938. 
(This allows plenty of time to submit essays, 
but it is advisable to send them in as early 
as possible.) ; 

3. Send into headquarters for a Reading Course 
Certificate for each member who has read four of the 
five books. There is no charge for these certificates. 
Just list names of Leaguers having read the books and 
we'll take care of the rest. 

Book Review—“The Knight in Grey” 

This is a beautifully written account of an historical 
fact, The Reformation, and of its central figure, Martin 
Luther, The Knight in Grey, The author, in her preface, 
writes: “My motive in writing this story has been 
primarily to interest the young people of the Lutheran 
Church in its history.’ And it is agreed to by the writer 
of this topic that the story told in “The Knight in 
Grey” will give both pleasure and profit to any Inter- 
mediate boy or girl who will take the time and give the 
thought to its reading. It is both a fascinating and cap- 
tivating story, replete with history, biography study, 
character portraits, romance, love, pranks, and a full 
picture of the life and times over 400 years ago. 


Briefly the rules governing the “Essay 
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The Chief Characters 

Two maids, Paula and Lady Hede, residents in 
Castle Wartburg, graciously and generously ruled over 
by the Prince-Elector, Frederick. The story begins with 
a dialogue between these two sweet maids as they wait 
atop the Castle for the coming of Paula’s lover, Master 
Bruno, and the Prince-Elector. The parents of Paula 
hold honored position in the Castle, but of Lady Hede 
little is known, either by herself or by others, saving 
the Prince-Elector and Old Dolce, Hede’s serving 
woman. But early in the story an envoy from the 
emperor arrives at the Castle, named Prince DeValdes. 
He comes on a mission to levy taxes and muster men 
in the service of the Emperor in a war against the Turks. 
Lady Hede and the Prince fall in love at first sight. 
From the court dress the Lady Hede wears the Prince 
recognizes her as a Princess of a deposed royal family 
in the south of Europe. As the story continues these 
two young lovers are slowly knit together in heart and 
soul, and at the conclusion of the story, Lady Hede’s 
identity is revealed and a happy marriage results. 


The Knight in Grey is none other than Martin 
Luther, about whom the story entwines, and who, by 
his character, courage, words and faith, causes a new 
light to shine in the hopes of all the Castle family. It 
is into the Castle where he is secreted by his good friend, 
the Prince-Elector, after his trial before Charles, the 
Emperor of the Roman Empire, and where he lives 
dressed as a Knight and unknown to all save a few. 
You will come to know the lovely soul of Martin Luther 


Max, the Page, who attends upon the noble guests 
that come to the Castle Wartburg, and especially upon 
The Knight in Grey, will amuse you with his pranks and 
mischievous deeds. Max has a special dislike for old 
Dolce, who in her turn delights to sting him with her 
hand and her bitter words, but who at times is the sorry 
victim of Max’s knavery. But inside the heart of 
Max is loyalty and courage, which flows red in death 
in defense of the Lady Hede against a band of outlaws. 

Other characters are there, but these others fit into 
the story as supporting columns to the whole structure. 
They too, of course, are interesting, and when you 
learn to know them through reading of the book you 
will learn from them many fascinating things about the 
life and times of Luther’s day. 


Besides what you will learn in a study of the 
characters in “The Knight in Grey” there awaits you 
much knowledge of how people lived in a great Castle 
400 years ago. There is the Castle itself to be explored, 
its many rooms and passages to be invited into. There 
is the life within and outside the Castle to be learned— 
how great feasts were prepared and served; how the 
bridge swung outward over the walls to permit entrance 
into the Castle; how an old hag was treated for rheuma- 
tism; how crude weapons of warfare were hammered 
out; how they hunted for game, and many other interest- 
ing touches about the life of Castle folk. 

Warning is given right here that to read this book 
with profit it will be necessary to sit down quietly, 
away from a noisy radio, for instance; read carefully 
and perhaps use the dictionary occasionally to get the 
meaning of certain words, but withall a delightful experi- 
ence awaits you. dear Intermediate. 
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October 11, 1936 


WHAT IS CRIME 
Mark 7 :14-23 
(By Rev. Alford R. Naus, Camden, N. J.) 


Missing the Mark 

In the Old Testament times there was much practice 
in the art of shooting the arrows straight into the bull's 
eye. One of the earliest things that the boy was taught 
to do was to learn how to shoot that bow and arrow. 
This afforded much pastime for the boys and sometimes 
for the girls. Naturally they took great pride in being 
able to score a bull’s eye, but when they didn’t shoot 
straight and missed the center of the target they said 
that they had sinned. To sin means to miss the mark 
whether that mark is a bull’s eye in the center of the 
target or if it be to miss the target or the standard which 
Jesus has placed for us in our living. Crime is a sin. 
Any boy or girl who commits crime is missing the mark 
of the highest kind of living which that boy or girl 
should have. 


The writer is in very close contact with boys and 
girls who commit crime, Each week he must pass judg- 
ment on what shall be done with those who have done 
things which the law states they should not have done. 
Some of these boys and girls are arrested because they 
have stolen, some because they have run away from 
school, some because they have lied, some because they 
have been impure, some because they have hit their 
teacher, some because they have broken store windows. 
These boys and girls, colored and white, come before 
judges over all our land. Each case makes us sorry, We 
are sorry for the persqgn against whom the crime has 
been committed, but we are more sorry for the boy or 
the girl who has committed the crime. We know the 
long hard road of the people who insist on living that 
kind of a life. We know the heartaches, the torture and 
the pain that lies ahead of such a boy or girl. So we are 
sorry and the punishment which is given is given not 
so much as punishment as it is given in the hope that 
that boy or that girl will be helped. They have missed 
the mark. They are not living straight and as long as 
they don’t they will continue to miss the mark and their 
lives will never be happy. 


Because crime is to be found in every community 
and because every Intermediate boy and girl is tempted 
to commit crime we have thought that it would be good 
for us to have just three topics during October on this 
very difficult problem. Tonight we shall have the sub- 
ject, “What Is Crime?” Next week the very interesting 
subject, “Why Boys and Girls Commit Crime.” Then 
the last week we shall consider, “The Future of the 
Criminal.’ For this part of our program we shall divide 
our subject into four very easy thoughts. Each of these 
is in answer to the question, “What Is Crime?” 


Crime Is Contrary To The Law 
There is no one who could tell you all the laws which 
operate in the state in which they live. Each time the 
government powers meet for session they pass more and 
more laws. Crime is that act which is contrary to the 
law. But since no one knows all the laws of any state 
or even of your city, town or village it is obvious that 
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many times we break the law without knowledge of our 
doing it. Later on we shall see how it is possible to 
obey the different laws even though we may not know 
what they are. 

Some people break the laws and thus commit a crime 
every day. They know better but they still continue. 
For example, there is that large group of people who 
break all kinds of traffic rules and laws which they 
think they can get away with. They pass red lights; 
they fail to stop on stop corners; they jump the amber 
instead of waiting for the green; they pass on the right 
side of the car in front; they go faster than the speed 
law permits; they park on the wrong side of the street. 
In fact they do everything possible to break the laws 
instead of helping, Even worse, many of them, when 
they are arrested, try to lie out of what they have just 
done. This example of how we grow up in the presence 
of disrespect for the law leads us to our second thought. 


Crime Is Contrary To Society 

Laws are not made just to add to the number of 
rules that any state or nation should have. Neither are 
laws made just because someone thinks he ought to do 
that to make people think he is earning his money. Laws 
are made for the protection and help of society. Every 
boy and girl is benefited by the laws. They are not some- 
thing to break, but something to respect. Sometimes 
there are laws which we don’t like. The Christian thing 
to do is not to disregard them, but have such legislation 
passed as will permit them to be changed, but as long 
as something is a law every Christian should obey it 
unless, of course, there is some law which demands the 
renouncing of your Christ. 

The more complex our social living becomes, and 
the more relationship we have with each other, the more 
imperative it is that there be obedience to the laws 
which protect every one. Each year and each week brings 
new problems in our modern living and with the new 
problem there must be some rules and regulations to 
govern our conduct concerning those problems. Now 
the free person is the person who obeys the laws. The 
person who obeys the laws at all times is the person 
who is most respected and the one who is best liked. 
Many people break the law just because they think it is 
smart, but the really smart folks obey the laws and help 
to protect society. It is a good thing to remember to 
ask yourself the question when you are tempted to break 
any law, “What would happen if everybody did as I 
am doing?” 

Crime Is Contrary To God 

Above the state law and above the place of society 
we place God. Crime is sin and sin is missing the mark 
and missing the mark is doing less than Christ would 
have us do, When we break the law we usually disobey 
God, When we break the law we not only endanger 
society, but we also endanger our relationship to God. 
Even such a thing as passing a red light gives evidence 
that we don’t take our religion very seriously. You re- 
member the golden rule, “Do unto others as you would 
have them do unto you.” That is the Christian religion 
put right into everyday living. Just what do you think 
would happen if everybody cut the red lights? But we 
have noticed that the person who honestly puts God 
first is always considerate of his neighbor in all things. 
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Crime Is Contrary To Self 

Our last thought for this part of the topic is that 
crime is contrary to ourselves. When we break the 
laws of the state or of God we are injuring ourselves 
and not the state or God. Disrespect for the law leads 
to disrespect in all of living. The person who breaks 
the laws is selfish and the selfish person is never happy. 
The selfish person gets separated from God and that 
is a calamity far beyond the mere breaking of the laws. 
Remember that every time you break a law no matter 
how small it may be you are breaking yourself. You 
may not be arrested for breaking the law, but you can- 
not escape its effect on your own life. 


October 18, 1936 


WHY BOYS AND GIRLS COMMIT CRIMES 
Proverbs 23 -1-7 
(By Rev. Alford R. Naus, Camden, N. J.) 

Last week the writer stated that one of his jobs is 
to sit in judgment of boys and girls who have committed 
some kind of crime. All of these boys and girls are under 
sixteen years of age. Sometimes they even come as 
young as nine and ten. The largest number are thir- 
teen, fourteen or fifteen. As we study each case and 
each boy and girl we ask ourselves the question, “Why 
did he or she commit this crime?” If we can get a very 
accurate idea of what has caused the crime then we 
have a better chance to help the young criminal. As 
has been said before we are primarily interested in 
helping rather than punishing the culprit. Out of the 
many reasons why children commit crimes I have listed 
just three ideas. Under each there are included many 
others. Unfortunately we have direct knowledge many 
times of the things which are causing boys and girls to 
become criminal, but we have no power to change the 
situation. About the only person who can change most 
of these things we shall list is the boy himself. As we 
study these three suggestions let us give very close 
attention to see if any of the things apply to us. If they 
do then we are on the wrong road and we had better 
determine to change those ways right now before it is 
too late. 

Wrong Companions 

One of the greatest influences in the life of a boy or 
girl is to be found in the companions which that boy 
or girl chooses to have. We believe that everyone should 
be a friend to every one person. Certainly that was the 
example which Jesus gave to us, but we are thinking 
more of the very personal friends with whom we pal 
around and spend a great deal of our time. As the usual 
thing it is much better for boys and girls to have com- 
panions who are about their same age. Much harm can 
come by continuously being with boys and girls who 
are much older or much younger than yourself. This 
doesn’t mean that you don’t like the others, but reserve 
your best attention for those of your own age. 


But not all boys and girls of your age will prove to 
be wise choices for companions. How are you to tell 
when you have the right companions? We believe you 
can tell by the things which they want you to do. Do 
they make it hard to do the things which you know 
are right or do they make it easy for you to do the 
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things which are good? Do they listen to their parnets 
or do they try to act smart? Do they think their parents 
the best people they know or do they think that they are 
old fashioned and don’t understand the modern living 
ideas? Do these companions lie, steal or use profane 
language? Do they cheat when they have examinations? 
Do they cooperate with the teacher or do they try to 
act “fresh” when the teacher isn’t looking? Are these 
companions dependable? That is, can you be sure that 
when they make a promise they will always stick to it? 
Are your companions Christian? Do they believe that 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God and the Saviour of all 
the world? It might be a good thing to stop at this place 
in the topic and ask two questions concerning these 
suggested qualifications, First, how do all my com- 
panions check up with these desired qualifications? 
Second, what kind of a companion do I make for some- 
one else? Can I meet all these qualifications? Remem- 
ber that our subject tonight is, “Why Boys and Girls 
Commit Crimes.” 

But wrong companions are not limited to other boys 
and girls. Some of the worst criminals haven’t had the 
joy of companionship with other people. Some of the 
worst have lived a separate life, yet they have had com- 
panions. The first of these other kind of companions 
is reading. By close examination we find that almost 
every boy and girl who comes into the Juvenile Court 
has been reading the wrong kind of books and magazines. 
The characters you find in what you read become your 
companions and they have a very great influence on 
your life. That influence is much greater than most 
boys and girls imagine it to be. What kind of reading 
do you read? Are the characters clean and wholesome? 
Do they always apply Christian ideals to all their re- 
lationships with other people? Is the language used 
that which you expect to hear in your League meeting? 
Of course, it would be impossible to give here the list 
of all the things which you should read. Suffice it to say 
that the boy or girl who neglects reading the Bible every 
day is neglecting one of the greatest powers for right 
living. We very rarely find a boy or girl who constantly 
studies the Bible in the Juvenile Court. Every boy and 
girl should develop the ability to appreciate good reading 
as a companion for life, 

In addition to reading companionship there is the 
very helpful companionship found in pictures. Not only 
is it wise to have good pictures in your home, but it is 
very helpful if you will make a special study of the 
meaning of each one. They have been painted with 
some definite idea. Learn what that one thing is which 
is expressed. Let that rich meaning of good pictures 
literally soak into your life. They furnish excellent com- 
panions when all other human companions have forgotten 
you. 

All of these lead to the companionship of our own 
thoughts. We can never get away from ourselves. Al- 
ways our own thoughts will be with us. If those are 
clean and right then our actions will be the same. Re- 
member that no action is done unless it has first been 
a thought. But we shall see more of this a little later. 


Wasted Time 
Perhaps the next greatest cause for crime by boys and 
girls is that they waste their time. These boys and girls 
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waste their time every place they go. They waste it in 
the school room. Instead of listening to the explana- 
tions of the teacher, they are either day dreaming or 
planning how to do something else. The best that they 
do is to wait until the time comes to go home. But when 
they get home they just continue to waste time. They 
hang around the pool room or the corner store; they 
poke if they are sent some place on an errand; they loaf 
wherever they get a chance. This kind of boy or girl 
is afraid of work, They are always willing to let some- 
one else do a job. All they like to do is to play and they 
are even too lazy to do that the best they can. 

One of the finest ways to be sure that you won’t 
waste your time is to get interested in some really good 
hobbies. Very few children who come into the court 
have any hobbies. Yet there are hundreds of worthwhile 
hobbies which would be very interesting and very good. 
Not every hobby is good for every boy or girl, but there 
is no boy or girl who could not find keen delight in 
some hobby. 

Many have been able to so use their hobbies that 
they quit their regular work and did nothing but work 
on their hobbies. The writer has several hobbies which 
he rides at different times in the year, but the one which 
he always rides is the making of pictures. It is lots of 
fun and doesn’t cost very much. There are many hobbies 
which require much less time and less money. Get a 
good hobby which you won't get tired of as you get 
older and then spend some definite time on it. Use your 
leisure time for reading, for wholesome play, for hikes 
and for hobbies. The wise boy and girl does not waste 
time. 

Another thing which the writer has found as a cause 
of crime is the movies. It is being included under the 
heading of wasting time because most of the movies are 
just that. All the boys and girls who come into the court 
because they have committed a crime are regular attend- 
ants of the movie houses in their community. And it 
has been our experience that the worst shows for chil- 
dren are the ones which are advertised for children. The 
Saturday matinee is probably the worst part of the 
week’s program. If you don’t see one movie in a whole 
year you will not be losing anything. There are a few 
good shows, but they are so few that you need not 
worry about them. The average movie is both a waste 
of time and a waste of money. With the money the 
average boy and girl wastes in movie houses a small 
home projector could be purchased and you could show 
your own movies in your home for yourself and your 
friends. That is much more fun than seeing the com- 
mercial pictures, The writer knows because he has been 
having that fun for several years. 


Wanted—A Purpose 

Boys and girls who have wrong conipanions and 
waste their time usually do not have a very clear purpose 
for their lives. Very few boys and girls who go regularly 
to Sunday School ever appear before the judge in the 
court. They have achieved a purpose for their life and 
they are not likely to get into crime. Whatever your 
purpose in life is to be it should include God as the 
first thought. If we purpose to show our love for God 
and for our neighbor other purposes of our lives won’t 
be very far wrong. 
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October 25, 1936 
THE FUTURE OF THE CRIMINAL 


Romans 6:1-23 
(By Rev. Alford R. Naus, Camden, N. J.) 


Crime does not pay. 

So many boys and girls think that it does because 
they can get away with some of it. The main reason 
you are not caught the first few times is because people 
still believe you are honest. But with apparent success 
in some small thing the young criminal thinks that that 
is too small a game. Some children think that it is pos- 
sible to get by with it because they do not see_every- 
thing. Only a very small part of the juvenile criminals 
are written up in the paper. In the particular court 
where the writer works none are put in the papers. 

Crime Does Not Pay 

The amount that the criminal must pay in money 
is the very least part of the cost. No crime can be done 
of itself nor by oneself. It always leads to other things 
and to other people. If the boys and girls of America 
could see ahead and see the terrible end of crime they 
would never start. Not only does the individual lose 
his respect, but he brings much worry and heartaches 
to his parents. Many a parent died before they should 
have just because they have had a boy or a girl who 
would not listen to their advice. These boys and girls 
who think they are smart accomplish very little of value. 
Let us look at just a couple of the hundreds and hun- 
dreds of cases, These are picked out at random just 
to show the end to which juvenile delinquents come. 

Case 219. George was an intelligent boy. He had 
very little difficulty learning his lessons. But he wanted 
to be smart because others laughed at him. He thought 
they were laughing with him. On a bet he stole the 
teacher's lunch from her desk while she was standing 
along side of him. That day the teacher didn’t eat any 
lunch, George won the bet and the class had a laugh. 
The next week the same thing was repeated with another 
teacher and George had the same success. One day 
he was given two dollars to go to the store to buy some 
food. On the way there he put the money on a dog 
race. He felt confident that he would win and he could 
have the extra amount. But he lost. Not knowing what 
to do he continued in the store trying hard to think 
how he could get two dollars to buy the food. While 
waiting for his turn to get waited on he saw another 
customer lay down her pocket book. Immediately he 
saw this was the way out of his difficulty. Calmly he 
picked up the purse and walked out of the store and 
into another store. Here he bought his articles, paid 
-the money, and had $3.50 left. 

One hour later the pocket book was picked up in 
front of the second store and the woman who picked it 
up recognized the initials of a friend. The purse was 
returned to its owner and the search was started for the 
thief. Inquiry was made of the several stores in that 
community. Various clerks were interviewed to see if 
they remembered someone using a five dollar bill about 
the time the pocket book had disappeared. Several had 
remembered such but one clerk’s observation was most 
important. He had noticed that a boy had been in a 
very great hurry to be waited on and that he had offered 
a five dollar bill in payment of the purchase and then 
almost ran outside. 
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Two hours later the police appeared at George’s 
home and stated that George had been described by the 
clerk and George was wanted for questioning. Im- 
mediately he was recognized by the clerk. George’s 
mother said she had given him two dollars to go to the 
store. Upon search three dollars were found in his 
pocket. Before it as over the court had found George 
guilty of nineteen small thefts. George is now serving 
three years in the State Reformatory. 


Crime Does Not Pay 

Case 318. Mary is 15, For some time she has had 
the idea that she had gotten too big for her household. 
Her parents didn’t have much education and didn’t under- 
stand. The ideas of respect and decency which they 
tried to teach her were too old fashioned. She always 
insisted on clothes much better than the poor parents 
could afford. She was always found with the “fast” par- 
ties, from which she came home at all hours of the night. 
The next day she was unable to keep awake in school 
and didn’t have her lessons prepared. Her alibi was al- 
ways the same, She told her teacher that her mother 
was very ill and that she had to stay up all night to take 
care of her. One day she came home from school and 
announced to her mother that she had invited her friends 
to her home for the evening and that she had ordered the 
things she would need for food on the way home. Her 
mother told her that she couldn’t afford to have such ex- 
pensive parties, but this had no effect on Mary. The food 
arrived and Mary took five dollars from the rent money 
to pay for it. Then she took another four dollars and 
went out to buy favors. 

The party began to arrive at eight-thirty. By ten 
they were all there. For the first time Mary’s mother 
saw her drink and smoke and pet. Everyone was doing 
it and the mother’s heart was broken. The longer the 
party lasted the louder it got and finally at three-thirty 
a policeman appeared at the door and said that the 
neighbors had sent in a request to have it stopped. A 
half hour later the guests had all gone and Mary went 
into a rage of temper. She swore and cursed, telling her 
mother what she was going to do. Then when her 
mother tried to calm her she picked up a bottle and hit 
her mother over the head fracturing the skull and caus- 
ing some mental disturbance. The mother‘is now in 
the insane asylum and Mary is doing time in the State 
Reformatory. 

Crime Does Not Pay 

The misery, the despair, the heartaches are not 
limited to the person who commits the crime. The other 
members of the family and other friends suffer too. 
Many times they suffer more than the boy or girl who 
commits the crime. 

The future of the criminal is a life of loneliness. 
Criminals have very few friends. Those whom they call 
friends usually stick just as long as it is profitable for 
them to stick. Much of the loud talk is just used to cover 
up a terrible loneliness which is ever creeping into their 
hearts. “The way of the transgressor is hard.” 

Crime Does Not Pay 
The future of the criminal is a life which has lost 
its opportunity. No one can succeed beyond what people 
will let them succeed. But the criminal mortgages his 
future. People are very reluctant to give the criminal 
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a job. It will take him years to win back the respect 
which he lost in one simple act. All the rest of his life 
he will be burdened with the weight of the past. He 
will never be able to amount to that which he should 
have. His past crime will hold him back. 
Crime Does Not Pay 

Worst of all the one who continues in crime and 

refuses to go straight will lose his own soul. “The wages 


THE OCTOBER JUNIOR TOPICS 
The October Topics are designed to help the Juniors 
know more of their Church. 
Outlines are given here, and more complete material 
will be found in the Junior Topics Booklet, No. 48, 
“Juniors Learning Of Their Church.” 


The best way for Juniors (and their leaders) to 
learn is to be set to thinking, and to try to discover 
facts for themselves, so we have not attempted to write 
out complete topics for this month, but have suggested 
sources from which material may be found, and let you 
work up your own topic, 

Let us know how you like this type of Topic, and 
write us and tell us about your October meetings, and 
just how successful they are. 


October 4, 1936 
JUNIOR LEAGUERS LEARNING OF 
EARLY LUTHERANS 


Aim: To teach the Juniors of some of the early history of the 
Lutheran Church in America. 


For the Leader: What do the Juniors know about your own 
congregation? When was it started? Who started it? Was it the 
first Lutheran Church in America? How did the Lutheran Church 
come to America? Where was the first Lutheran Church here in 
America? 

What do the Juniors know about the beginnings of the Lutheran 
Church here in America? Find out what their ideas are of its 
beginnings. 

Gather together all available material, stories, articles, pictures, 
etc., showing the early history of our Church. Perhaps your pastor 
can help you with this. 

Have available the Year Book, copies of the Lutheran, Lutheran 
Woman’s Work, Luther League Review, Foreign Missionary, and 
other Church magazines. From these may be gleaned much informa- 
tion. The names of our missionaries, the Boards of our Church, 
articles on the early history, etc., all may be found. 

- Use the Topics Booklet, Number 13, “Our Church,” if you have 
game. Also, if you have a file of Reviews, December 1927 and 
January 1928 give much valuable information. (If you are not filing 
your Review, begin now, as you can use the material time and time 
again.) 

For the Juniors 
What do we know about the early history of our Church? 
How can we find out? 
Ask the Pastor. 
Find out from other people. 
Look in books. 

Prepare an exercise: ‘““How The Lutheran Church Came To 
America”? (two cents, Education Deparment, Women’s Missionary 
Society, 723 Muhlenberg Building, Philadelphia, Pa.). 

Worship: Hymns of the Juniors’ own | selection. 
Psalm 48:12. 

Conversation Period: 4 f 
Church in its early years here in America? 
How did it grow? 

Exercise: By the Juiors, “How The Lutheran Church Came To 
America.” 

Discussion: What work did the Swedish Lutherans do to es- 
tablish the Church? The Dutch? The Swedes? The Germans? (If 
the exercise has not started them thinking and they are not acquainted 
with the facts, assign different Juniors to tell of each at the next 
meeting, and assist them to find facts.) 


Scripture: 


What do we know of our, Lutheran 
Where was it started? 
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of sin is death.” “What shall it profit a man if he gain 
the whole world and lose his own soul?” 
rates man from God. 


Crime sepa- 
Crime dries up the soul so that 
# can’t hear the invitation and offered help of Jesus Who 
would save. Crime makes folks “hard-boiled” and in- 
dependent. Crime makes man lose his faith in God and 
in man. Crime brings with it a lost soul. 

Crime does not pay! 
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The Junior Department Tepics 


Discussion: What is the story of the early settlers in Georgia? 
(Have told from Topics Booklet.) What was Muhlenberg’s work? 
(Get facts from Topics Booklet.) 


Closing Worship: Sentence prayers for our Church. 


October 11, 1936 
JUNIOR LEAGUERS LEARNING 


OF THEIR SYNOD 
Acts 15:6, 22-29 


Aim: To teach the Juniors some facts concerning the Synod 
to which their Church belongs. 


Follow the discussion plan as suggested for last week’s meeting 
and make your meeting informal. 


Find out what your Juniors know about the Synod. 


See the Topics Booklet, No. 48, ‘Juniors Learning Of Their 
Church,” part 2. Use, also, the Topics Booklet, ““Our Church,’’ No. 
13, if you have it available. 


Base your discussion around some of these facts: 


‘heres anes. ens Synods in the United Lutheran 
Church in America (see list in Year Book). 

Aberevatelsaaciens Congregations in these Synods. 

WIG INGiRe TM. conoses (name of town or city) belong 
tOethe wean te ee Synod 

WWE: INE o oben 5 Churches in our Synod. 


The WPresident, ot our Synod 1s... 2.22. 
We have a Synod Missionary Society, Brotherhood, 
Luther League (add any other work). The Presidents 


of these organizations are........ ccs ee et, ah 

Ove Syam@cl WaSscaccece CONIESGES, sabeonad schools 
Paes orphan homes, ........aged folks’ homes, 
Sei ercater INOS OMNIS son coo oGAOONesG lnvermES, noocodas 


Berets ois theological seminaries, etc. 
What can we do to help our Synod? 


October 18, 1936 
JUNIORS LEARNING OF OUR 


MISSIONARY WORK 
Acts 8:4-8 


There is so much suggested in the Junior Topics 
Booklet, No. 48, that all cannot possibly be used at one 
meeting and no additional material is therefore needed 
here. 


If a very simple form of meeting is desired, use the 
Scripture suggested, open and close with sentence prayer 
and missionary hymns, and have a number of Juniors 
previously assigned, each give five minute snapshots— 
reports on Japan, China, India, South America, Africa, 
our Home Mission Churches, the Italian work, the Jew- 
ish work, the Immigrant work, the work in Puerto Rico 
and Virgin Islands, our hospitals, old folks’ homes, 
orphan homes, ete. 
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This may be a review of some of the things the 
Juniors have already been studying. 

Write and let us know how you like this form of 
Topic. We want to know whether you can help the 
Juniors to themselves prepare parts of the meeting. 


October 25, 1936 
ALL ABOARD FOR EVERYWHERE! 


(Visiting Our Missions at Home) 
(By Marguerite Schmidtman) 


Materials (Order from Women’s Missionary Society, 
723 Muhlenberg Bldg., Philadelphia, Pa.) 

Missionary Omnibus, a compilation of facts, stories, poems, and 
games for use in presenting the mission fields of our Church at home 
and afar. Price, 25 cents. 

All Aboard For Everywhere! Twelve Session Plans by Margue- 
rite Schmidtman. For use with the ‘Missionary Omnibus” as a 
source book. Price, 15 cents. 

Pictures, relating to our home mission fields. Small illustrations 
giving glimpses of some of our work at Rocky Boy, the Southern 
Mountains, in the West Indies. Price 5 cents. 

Picture Map of the United States will be found very useful with 
this course. Price, 50 cents. 

Note for the Leader: The two booklets named provide a basis 
for a general study of the mission work of the United Lutheran 
Church at home and abroad. During the coming six months it is 
proposed to take up the study of the home mission fields only. 
Tt is recommended that the leader. read all of the booklet, “All 
Aboard for Everywhere” noticing with careful attention the general 
suggestions found on pages 2, 3 and 4, Make your selections from 
the material provided, taking into consideration adaptations mneces- 
sary because of the changed order of topics. While the following 
outline should be varied to meet the needs of individual groups, 
Sessions 1, 5, 8, 9, 10 and 11 will be presented in the order as listed 
below : 

October—Where Shall We Go? 
November—Christ Comes to His Own. 
December—In the Mountains. 
January—Indian Americans. 
February—Visiting the Islands. 
March—Where Have We Been? Evaluation. 

Planning for the First Session: Reference—Introduction, Session 
page 5, “All Aboard for Everywhere!’’ Have ready the picture leai- 
lets found in the Picture Packet. The mounting of the small illustra- 
tions on cover paper, or on a poster, may be the handwork for a 
pre-session period, Note also suggestion at top of page 12 for the 
making of a class booklet. Such a book in this particular course 
will be confined to home mission subjects. In this first session the 
discussion might come first, and the Worship Period close the hour. 

In introducing the study, the leader may say something like this: 

When people are talking about traveling you often hear some- 
one say, “I want to see my own country first.” We have been 
looking at pictures that come from different parts of our own country. 
Would you like to take an imaginary trip to some of our missions 
in this land of ours. You remember that, just before Jesus left this 
earth, when He sent His disciples out to carry the Good News of 
His love, He told them to begin their preaching and teaching in 
Jerusalem. That was the nearest place to many of them. We are 
glad that missions do not stop at home, but we know that is a fine 
place for them to begin. How many different parts of our country 
are represented by these pictures? (Let the Juniors report by refer- 
ence to the pictures.) 

Looking Forward to Next Session: Assign to several Juniors 
the telling in their own words of the stories of great Christian Jews, 
found on page 41 of the ‘‘Missionary Omnibus.” 


(Prepared under the direction of the Light Brigade 
Department, Women’s Missionary Society) 


Jewish Missions. 


THE LITTLE LEAGUERS’ PROGRAMS 


October-—THE CHILD AND THE HEAVENLY 
FATHER—GOD’S GIFTS 


October 4—GOD CREATING ALL THINGS—GOD’S 
GIFT OF THE WORLD 


You will find much help and material in the book “ 
The Church School Door,” Minor-Bryant ($1.00, United re 
Publication House, 1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa.). 

If you have a file of the lesson papers of the Church School 
you will find there stories which are suitable. i 

For this lesson, get ‘Outline Picures to Color—The Creation 
Story,’’ (15 cents). 

Have these colored and mounted on a sheet of cardboard and 
explain to the children. 

al the ee prery from these pictures. 

n an informal conversational period followin 
things in the world God has given us. Bae gence te 
: The other lessons of the month will be an expansion of this 
esson. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


All will lead up naturally to the thought of Thanksgiving. 

Teach the verse ‘In the beginning God made heaven and the 
earth.”’ 

You might read the hymn, “This is my Father’s World,” and 
explain it, or “All Things Bright and Beautiful.” — ; 

If you have Margaret Tarrant’s picture, “All Things Bright and 
Beautiful,” use it. Perhaps some group in the Church would supply 
this picture for your Little Leaguers. 

October 11—GOD’S GIFT OF DAY 

Sing: “The Morning Bright, With Rosy Light.” : 

Have little ones form brief prayers of their own, thanking God 
for care through the night, for a new day, etc. ; 

Review from picture the story of the Creation of Day (Outline 
pictures to color). : 

In conversation period bring out what we do in day—play, 
work, eat—and start thought that God means us to do the best we 
can with the time we have. 

Have a large clock drawn on a sheet of cardboard and with 
movable hands, and moving it around talk about a day and what 
each hour brings in the life of a child, and suggest some sort of 


schedule. 
October 18—GOD’S GIFT OF NIGHT 


Follow the same procedure as for October 11. 

Retell the Scripture story. 

Emphasize the thought that the night is for rest and sleep so 
we may be refreshed again to live as His children. 

Jessie Wilcox Smith’s picture, “Twinkle, twinkle, little star,” 
would be lovely to use with this lesson. 

Poems on the stars, the night, the moon, may be used. 

Gather together all the pictures possible of evening and night. 

Strive to dispell all fears of darkness and night which might 
exist in the minds of the smallest ones. 

Lead up to night as the time for prayer. 

Suggest some bed-time prayers. 

The picture, “The Angelus’ might be used. 


October 25—GOD’S GIFT OF FOOD 


Much material on this story will be found in the book, “Through- 
The Church School Door’—-Bryant, pages 21-25. 

Teach some table prayers. 

Make a poster on Food, putting on it some of the Heavenly 
Father’s gifts of food. Cut from advertisements in magazines. 

Stress thought that God shows His loving care for us in this 
way by providing the many good things for us He does. 
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“Our Latch-string Is On The Outside’’ 
MESSIAH LUTHERAN “The Friendly Church’ 


Sixteenth and Jefferson Street 
Philadelphia, Pa. ae 


‘*Always Filled With Youth’’ 


SERVICES 
10:00 A. M, 11:00 A. M. 
Hailey Less Wile, 7:30 M. 
Hundreds Fill the Auditorium 
Every Thursday Night, 7:45 
BROADCASTS—WDAS 


Dr. Ross Stover 
Every Sunday Morning at 11:00 A. M. 


ee 


THE BALTIMORE MOTHERHOUSE 


Trains Young Women for the 


DEACONESS CALLING 
AND OFFERS COURSES FOR 


GENERAL CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


Send For Literature and Particulars 
THE LUTHERAN DEACONESS MOTHERHOUSE 
AND TRAINING SCHOOL 

Address: 2500-2600 W. North Ave. 


Baltimore, Md. 


Muhlenberg College 


ALLENTOWN, PA. 


A standard college of the highest grade enrolled with 
the Association of American Universities. A strong, scholarly 
faculty. Outstanding courses in the Bible. Superior classical, 
scientific and philosophical courses. New equipment. New 
science building and library. The College with a representa- 
tive Lutheran chapel. 

An academic department of the highest grade admitting 
to all institutions. 


Send for catalogue and write for information to 
Harry A. Benfer - - - - - - - - Registrar 


John A. W. Haas, D.D., LL.D. - - - ~- President 


Susquehanna University 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 


AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE 
Stressing Quality In the Heart of Pennsylvania 


A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 


High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 
A.B., B.S. and Mus.B. Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 
For Catalogue write either 
Emily E. Swettman, George F. Dunkelberger, Ph.D., 


Registrar Dean 


TO INSURE THE FUTURE 
OF THE SENIOR LEAGUE 


ORGANIZE 
JUNIOR 


9 to 12 Years 


INTERMEDIATE 


12 to 16 Years 


LUTHER LEAGUES 


For Complete Information, Write to 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
MUHLENBERG BUILDING 


1228-1234 Spruce Street Philadelphia, Pa. 


NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 


“A Good College for Men and Women” 


Owned and Controlled by the Lutheran Synods of South 
Carolina, Georgia-Alabama, and Florida 


In the heart of “The Iodine Center of the Nation” 


Thorough courses leading to A.B. and B.S. degrees. 


Able faculty, adequate equipment, home-like atmosphere, 
well-balanced program of student activities, healthful climate. 


Very Moderate Expense 
For Catalogue, Write 


JAMES C. KINARD, President 


Gettysburg College 


FOUNDED 1832 
Oldest Lutheran College in America 
Gettysburg College possesses an able Faculty made up 
of Christian men who are vitally concerned with 


the building of character as the fundamental 
thing in modern education. 


Located in the midst of the world 
famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 


For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: 
HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 


Roanoke College 


FOUNDED 1853 
SALEM, VIRGINIA 


A LUTHERAN COLLEGE FOR MEN 
FULLY ACCREDITED 


B.A. and B.S. Degrees 
Superior Standards 


Pre-Professional Courses 
Unusual Cosmopolitanism 
Mountainous Location In Historic Virginia 


Attractive Illustrated Booklet Sent Upon Request 


Have You Enrolled As a 


Contributing Member 
of the 


Sustaining Membership Fund 
for the year 1936 


Every Local Leaguer should hold a Contributing 
Membership by the payment of 


$1.00 per Year 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
Austin W. Howard, Chairman 


Send All Funds to 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
1228-1234 Spruce Street 
PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. 


Plan Early for Your 
Hallowe’en Parties 


Hallowe'en Plans 


For the great and good Festivities of the Season. 


A Complete Set of Plans for Hallowe’en Parties in Pamphlet Form 


Orders must be accompanied by remittancein full CONTAINS: a 


otherwise the order will not be filled. STUNTS 
QUOTATIONS 
WIERD STORY 
CENTS FORTUNE VERSES 
5 QO POSTPAID KATRINA’S PARTY 


HALLOWE’EN GAMES 
PLANS FOR RECEPTION 
ORIGIN OF HALLOWE’EN 


“The Goblins will get you if you don’t watch out” &.. REFERENCE SUGGESTIONS 
03} —Get Real Busy C VARIOUS FORTUNE GAMES 


TWENTY-FIVE SHEETS OF MATERIAL FOR 


HALLOWE’EN COMPLETE IN EVERY DETAIL He i 
S 
tf 


Game « Song Books ‘ Fall Festivities |) bs 


PARODOLOGY 


422 Songs for Banquets and Old. 
Time Get-Together Occasions ° 
in the Luther League. 


PAPER POST 
BINDING 2D cents pPaIp 


Cokesbury Party Book 


52 Complete Planned Parties with 
600 Games and Stunts. Outlined 
by Months, Four and Five Party 
Schemes for each Month. 


Price $1.70 postpaid 


The LUTHER PRESS 
429-437 HERR STREET HARRISBURG, PA. 


